Saudis want to purchase 72 new F-l 5s 


T ? ndl Ar ® Wa *“* informed the United States it intends 

MdOOTnell Douglas Corporation executive said Tuesday. TheSaucfi 
retgteat a mss t o face i ntense opposition from snpfwrtere offered m the 
u-5. Congress, which has rejected similar deals in the oast But if 
SS^^T l ? d f w *** P- 15 productioii fine taSt. Louis 
fo P x anrentiy ***** 84 F-I5s and ivflf receive 
lOmore from McDonnell Dongas between now and next year, company 
offirals said. The request for the additional 72 multi-role F-lSsrtn 
wotades a request few the aircraft to be equipped with the APG-70 radar 
won by Hughes Aircraft company. The announcement of the Saudi 
*■* made here by Robert H. Trice, vice-president, business 
««W£nem at McDoimeD Douglas Aircraft, the military arm of the 
®^j^om»-based aerospace giant. He estimated the Saudi F-I5s deal to be 
y.™ w» if rt occurs. Washington was informed of the kingdom’s 
intent Friday, Mr. Trice «»«< 
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Iraq: 40 more soldi er s found buried afive 

NICOSIA (AP( — More than 40 more Iraqi- soldiers buried ahvc by U.S. 
forces during the Gulf war have been found in their trendies in southern 
Iraq, Baghdad Radio has reported. The corpses were mutilated, and some 
were torn in half, the radio said. Bat the area where they were found was 
well to die north of the Sandt-Iraqi border, where American officers said 
recently they bad oveiiuu Iraqis in their trenches with tanks during a 
thrust into the country west of Kuwait- On Oct. 29, Iraqi authorities said 
they had discovered the remains of 44 soldiers who had soffocaied in their 
blinkers just north of the border after U.S. tanks plowed them under. The 
latest discovery was in Dhi Oar governorate about 50 kilometres south of 
Nasiriyah beside the Nasiriyah-Basra highway, the racBo said. That is 
about 150 kilometres north of the border, ahfaough the U.S. forces did 
penetrate as far as the Nasiriyah area in the land campaign that expelled 
the Iraqi army from Kuwait. “The authorities in Did Oar governorate 
have discov ere d a mass grave of Iraqi soldiers buried ahvr in their 
defensive trendies by U.S. forces,” the radio reported. ‘The grave 
contains bodies of more than 40 martyrs, most of them completely 
mutilated, and others whose corpses were torn apart.” 
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Arafat 
in Amman 

AMMAN (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat arrived in 
Jordan Tuesday for tallrc with 
King Hussein to review the first 
phase of the Arab-Isracti peace 
conference and consider the a ext 
step. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation fPLO) was not repre- 
sented at the conference. Palesti- 
nians formed a joint delegation 
with Jordan to circumvent Israel's 
refusal to talk to the FLO. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether Mr. Arafat would meet 
the Palestinian delegates, who 
are due in Amman from Madrid 
on Wednesday. 

The joint Jordan/an- 
Paiestmian delegation met Israeli 
negotiators for their first face-to- 
face talks on Sunday. The second 
round is expected to convene in a 
netztral country in two weeks. 

“We will continue exchanging 
ideas and certainly we win review 
the results of the Madrid meet- 
ing,” Prime Minister Taber Masri 
said in an interview with Reuters 
and the international television 
agency Visnews Monday. 

“We else have to watch for 
future developments of the bi- 
lateral talks,” he added. 

Jordan and the PLO have com- 
pleted a political agreement 
which says ihs r 7/0 sides should 
work towards setting up con- 
federal links between Jordan and 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Masri said Jordanians still 
needed to work on the idea, 
though the Palestine National 
Council has already called for a 
confederation with Jordan in two 
successive meetings. 

“Jordan accepts the principle 
(of a confederation) in principle 
but we have not taken any real 
measures to implement it,” Mr. 
Masri said. “We have to de- 
velop that concept as fee negotia- 
tions develop.” 


visits 

Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) — Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim arrived 
* Tuesday for a three-day official 
visit. Mr. Waldheim was wel- 
comed at Larnaca airport by 
President George VassOiou, then 
whisked away for the 40-minute 
ride to Nicosia, the Cypriot capit- 
al. The Austrian president is re- 
ciprocating after a trip by Mr. 
VassOiou to Austria in July last 
year. 

ChssaEsn president 
meets S^ubarak 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosni 
Mubarak met C hadi a n President 
Colonel Idriss Deby Tuesday for 
talks signallin g warming ties be- 
tween the two states. Egypt sup- 
ported former President Hissene 
Kabre against Mr. Deby, who, 
backed by Libya, overthrew Mr. 
Habre last year. Officials said the 
two presidents discussed bilateral 
relations, .African affairs and the- 
Middle East peace process. 


t military 
chief In Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s Presi- 
■ A dent Hashemi Rsfsanjani met 
with P akistan ’s army chief of staff 
General Asif Nawaz in Tehran 
Tuesday, Tehran Radio reported. 
The broadcast said Mofasen Re- 
Z£je, commander of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps, 
was also present at fee meeting. 
Mr. Rafsanjani told Mr. Nawaz 
that “one of the reasons for 
sincerity in relations between 
Iran and Pakistan is (frequent) 
meetings of military officials of 
both countries, and their discus- 
sons in various fields.” 

Iranian calls for ties 
with Egypt, Morocco 
and $. Africa 

1 

^ NICOSIA (AP) — A prominent 
Iranian parliamentarian on Tues- 
day called for restoration of ties 
wife Egypt, Morocco and South 
Africa, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported. 
Saeed Rajaie Khorassani’s call 
for restoration of ties wife Egypt 
and Morocco was not unpre- 
cedented. But South Africa, 
dong wife Israel and the United 
States, are countries wife winch 
Tehran has pledged sever to res- 
tore ties. 


Shamir hints 
at flexibility on 
venue for talks 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir has hinted that 
Israel might agree to a second 
phase of Arab- Israeli peace talks 
taking place outside the Middle 
East. 

“We have said what we want. 
We prefer to carry out the bilater- 
al negotiations in the region — or 
at least not far from it,” Mr. 
Shamir told Israel Televirion late 
Monday. 

Israel and Arab states are at an 
impasse over wbere the next 
round of talks should take place. 

Israel has demanded fee mltai 
alternate between fee Jewish 
state and its Arab neighbours, 
saying this will show Arab recog- 
nition of its existence. Arabs 
want to withhold recognition un- 
til Israel returns the occupied 
territories. 

Israel Radio earlier quoted un- 
named government sources as 
saying Israel would have to give 
up its demand. Egypt has said the 
venue is likely to be Washington. 

“Washington is very far,” said 
Mr. Shamir, but he did not rale it 
out. 

Bush administration officials 
are poised to take over from fee 
feuding parties and pick a rite. 

These officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, say one 
highly likely site is Washington. 
Nearby Williamsburg also has 
-been suggested as a rite for fee 


negotiations. 

Sunday, the talks ended wife 
agreement to move on to the 
bilateral negotiations, but wife no 
accord on rites. 

The officials said Secretary of 
State Janies Baker could make 
the move in the next week or so. 
Mr. Baker has stressed ah along 
that fee United States would not 
shy away from taking strong posi- 
tions in fee role of a “catalyst.” 

Both President George Bush 
and Mr. Baker have stressed the 
difficulty of sticking to fee sche- 
dule planned by the United States 
and the Soviet Union, co- 
sponsors of fee peace conference. 

The ceremonial phase opened 
as planned in Madrid Wednesday 
and, after some resistance from 
Syria, the second phase was laun- 
ched on Sunday. 

But it was limited to one day of 
separate procedural discussions 
between Israel and Syria, 
Lebanese and Palestinian- 
Jordanian delegations. 

The interruption was do sur- 
prise. Israel had insisted from the 
outset feat the talks in Madrid be 
as brief as possible, and its de- 
legation returned to Tel Aviv 
Monday. 

Syria would have preferred to 
stay in the Spanish capital, and 
according to fee U.S. officials, 
insisted that all the talks be held 
in one building as a way of 

(Continued on page 2) 


Delegation to Madrid talks returns today 


MADRID (Petra) — The joint 
JordaniainPalestinian delegation 
to the Middle East peace confer- 
ence, which opened in Madrid 
last Wednesday returns to Am- 
man Wednesday. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber delivered Jordan's address 
to the conference on Thursday, 
the second day of the conference, 
and outlined Jordan’s stands on 
fee peace issue. 


The delegation held fee first 
round of talks with an Israeli 
delegation on Sunday. The two 
delegations discussed the venue 
for fee bilateral talks and the 
issue of dividing the joint delega- 
tion into two negotiating teams, 
one Palestinians and one Jorda- 
nian. The joint delegation 
sources said none of the issues 
was settled with fee Israelis. 

The Jordanian negotiators to 


the talks were headed by Abdul 
Salam AI Majali while the 
Palestinian ride was headed by 
Haider Abdul Sbafi. 

The bead of a consultative com- 
mitee accompa n ying the Palesti- 
nian delegation, Faisal Husscini, 
said the United States’ interest in 
adrieving peace in the region 
prompts it to face any obstacles 
posed by the Israelis to block the 
peace process. 


In a state m ent to a Paris-based 
weekly magazine, Mr. Husscini 
voiced bis optimism that pros- 
pects were good for establishing 
peace in the region. 

He noted that he discussed in 
Madrid wife the U.S. President 
George Bush the possibility of 
restoring dialogue between the 
US and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Mr. Hus- 
seini added that the restoration of 


dialogue with the PLO will push 
the peace process forward. 

On Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Mousa, who beaded the 
Egyptian side to fee peace con- 
ference, said that the land-for- 
peace principle should serve as 
tiie basis for bilateral talks. He 
added that Arab participation in 
regional negotiations will be 
meaningless if no progress is 
achieved in bilateral negotiations. 


Arabs see prolonged talks 
in view of Israeli position 


Masri said making headway in 
bid to heal rift with House bloc 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Taber 
Masri and several of his ministers 
Tuesday met with representatives 
of the Constitutional Bloc in the 
Lower House of Parliament in an 
effort to bridge differences trig- 
gered by Mr. Masri's exclusion of 
the bfoc in last month's govern- 
ment reshuffle and the bloc's sub- 
sequent withdrawal of its confi- 
dence from the premier. 

According to an to formed 
source, the meeting between the 
premier and the 18-m ember-strong 
parliamentary bloc “was more 
positive than negative.” 

The meeting, attended by four 
members of the bloc including its 
head Thouqan Hmdawi, also in- 
cluded ministers from the different 
parliamentary blocs which con- 
verged to form Mr. Masri’s coali- 
tion government in Jane. 

“We felt that the d iff erent par- 
ties left the doors open to reach a 
formula of cooperation .which 
would benefit the country,’' a par- 
liamentary source told fee Jordan 
Times on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Masri, in an interview with 


the Jordan Times Monday, said be 
was bolding meetings with repre- 
sentatives of the parliamentary 
blocs which signed a petition last 
month calling on fee cabinet to 
resign. 

“It is premature to talk about 
the resnlta of such contacts but 
certainly they are intended to pre- 
pare for the next ordinary session 
of parliament ... what these con- 
tacts wiD result in will oome out in 
fee coming few days,” Mr. Masri 
had said in the interview. 

“The premier and the par- 
liamentary repre sen tatives discus- 
sed their common perceptions for a 
working relationship between 
them and more discigsioiis wfll 
probably follow in the next few 
days,” another parliamentary 
source said. 

.Tuesday’s meeting comes after 
reported contacts between the pre- 
mier and the Muslim Brotherhood 
parliamentary bfoc, which have 
maintain ed ideological opposition 
to Mr. Masri’s government since it 
was formed in June. 

The Democratic Bloc, the par- 
liament n uciens of the Jordan Arab 
National Democratic Alliance 
(JANDA), formed the backbone 
of Mr. Masri’s gover nm ent along 


with his own National Bloc, is 
feeing problems of its own in main- 
taming the link between the. poli- 
tical body and its pamamentary 
representatives. 

Sources said that Mr. Masri has 
maintained “good” links with 
JANDA itself but there a p pe are d 
to be a qjtit amoog its representa- 
tive mmkif m and parliamentarians 
over s u ppor t of fee peace confer- 
ence. 

The sources said Mr. Masri 
appeared to be seeking reconcilia- 
tion between parliament and the 
government before the regular ses- 
sion of parliament is reco n ve n ed in 
the be ginning of December. 

Mr. Masri said Monday that the 
aim of the reconcfludocy moves 
was to avert a crisis at this crucial 
juncture in Jordan’s history. 

“The gover nm ent and partia- 
ment must find a way to surpass 
the crisis that we passed through. 
The present circumstances do not 
permit any imbalances in the equa- 
tion between the go v ern m ent and 
the House," Mr. Masri said. 

“Since we are passing through 
exceptional dreumstanoes the two 
sides are required to learn from 
past lessons and from past cir- 
cumstances and try to find a formu- 
la, ** he added. 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Israel’s 
opposition to trading land for 
peace wife its neighbours sug- 
gests that it will take a long time 
for fee Madrid dialogue to reach 
any concrete results, Arab offi- 
cials, newspaper commentators 
and others said Tuesday. 

But they voiced hope that the 
United States, strengthened by its 
victory in the Gulf war and the 
decline of Soviet influence, will 
pr ess u re Israel to compromise. 

There also was some grumbling 
that Arabs had not kept to their 
strategy of a unified front against 
Israel at fee Madrid conference, 
as decided at a pre-summit parley 
here. 

“The stand of fee other Arab 
delegations was not as agreed in 
Damascus,” said a senior Syrian 
official who insisted on anonym- 
ity. 

He was especially critical that 
Palestinians agreed to proceed 
wife bilateral talks wife Israel 
before Syria and Hoad did so. 

“The Israelis were as keen to 
meet with the Syrians as the 
Palestinians were keen to meet 
wife Israel,” he said. 

The Arabs have called for the 
occupied territories to be re- 
turned, and cite U.N. Security 


Council Resolution 242 enacted 
after the 1967 war as fee basis for 
their demand. Israel’s Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir opposes 
ceding any territory. 

In Lebanon and fee Israeli- 
occupied territories, groups hos- 
tile to die Madrid conference saw 
nothing in the four, days of talks 
that changed their opposition. 

Riyad Malki, a supporter of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine in the West Bank 
town of RamaOah, rejected the 
Pales tinian delegation's willing- 
ness to discuss autonomy as an 
interim step towards independ- 
ence. 

“Autonomy is nothing else but 
an attempt to beautify fee face of 
the occupation,” he told the 
Associated Pftss. “We, as 
Palestinians, reject such a prop- 
osal.” 

Id Lebanon, Hussein Musawi, 
head of Islamic Amal and a dose 
ally of Iran, was quoted by 
Beirut's AI Safir daily as conde- 
mning the peace conference. 

“Our conflict wife the Zionist 
enemy cannot end in Madrid or 
elsewhere because it’s an ideolo- 
gical conflict and the Jews are the 

(Cantisned on page 2) 


Fateh scores surprise victory 
in symbolic Gaza elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), which was 
seen as losing power to Muslim 
fundamentalists in the Gaza 
Strip, scored a surprise victory in 
Gaza Chamber of Commerce 
elections. 

Both Palestinians and Israelis 
linked fee victory to a changed 
atmosphere in fee occupied Strip 
due to the Madrid peace confer- 
ence. The PLO*s victory follows 
its success in taming oat large 
demonstrations in favour of the 
peace talks. 

The election was one of several 
feat Israel has allowed as a sym- 
bol of giving Palestinians more 
control over their lives. 

In the voting Monday, PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s main- 
stream Fateh supporters won 13 
seals and the fundamentalist faction 
Hamas gained the other three on 
the chamber’s board. 

When Fateh organised marches 
by thousands of Palestinians last 
week in favour of peace, dashes 
erupted between backers of the 
PLO and Hamas, which opposes 


any accommodation wife Israel. 
More than 50 people were in- 
jured. 

Hamas succeeded in enforcing 
a strike during fee three days of 
the Madrid meeting, but 
apparently this angered conserva- 
tive merchants whose business 
has suffered in the nearly four- 
year Palestinian uprising against 
occupation. 

“It is obvious that the claim 
that the Gaza Strip is a stron- 
ghold for Hamas is false,” said 
Mouhamad Kadweb, a Gaza City 
merchant. 

Mr. Kadweh said the vote “ex- 
press fee genuine opinion public 
in the Gaza Strip. We are saying 
yes for peace.” 

Shmuel Goren, former Israeli 
coordinator in the occupied terri- 
tories, attributed the FLO' win to 
the' peace talks. 

“What has happened is that 
there is a change in public spirit 
There is anticipation for develop- 
ments,” Mr. Goren told Israel 
army radio. 

“A large part of the population 
truly believes that something will 


move,” be said. “I am not saying 
they are prepared to halt ... fee 
intifada, but yon can’t ignore fee 
change in the atmosphere in the 
streets.” 

Israeli observers have said in 
the past that Hamas probably had 
the backing of more than half fee 
Gaza population of 750,000. 

Hamas was founded in 1987 
and was first allowed to operate 
freely in what some saw as an 
Israeli move to use the gronp as a 
counter to fee PLO. But Israel 
outlawed Hamas in 1989 and has 
since arrested most of its main 
leaders. 

Monday’s vote was the first 
Chamber of Commerce election 
in Gaza since 1964. Earlier this 
year, Islamic fundamentalists 
won the elections of the Gaza 
engineers* and accountants’ 
societies. 

In the last year, Israel has 
permitted chamber of commerce 
elections in the West Bank towns 
of Hebron, Jericho and Jenin. 
These were the first such elec- 
tions since Israel occupied the 
West Bank and Gaza in the 1967 
war. 


Israel shells Lebanon anew; 
Sharon wants to go deeper 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli and allied fniKti a gunners 
shelled villages in sooth and 
southeast Lebanon Tuesday, 
breaking a two-day loll, security 
sources said. 

The sources said the sporadic 
Ho wi tzer barrage began at mid- 
night (2200 GMT Monday), 
targeting ferae areas near Israel’s 
self-designated “security zone.” 

The targets included fee area 
around South Lebanon's market 
town of Nabatiyeh, which took 
tire brunt of massive air and 
artillery bombardment by Israel 
and its allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia last week, 
the sources said. 

That wave of violence came to 
a hah late Saturday, when the 
United States reportedly inter- 
vened with the Israelis to prevent 
harm to fee peace talks in Mad- 
rid. 

Other targets of the renewed 
shelling were fields around the 
villages of Mashgara, Dcllafeh 
and ‘Ain AI Tiueh in fee western 
Bekaa Valley in southeast Leba- 
non and the villages of Kabrikha 
and Braadnt in fee area control- 
led by Irish troops of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force, the sources 
added. 


The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
there was no word on casualties 
Tuesday. 

A source at the United Nations 
Interim Force In Lebanon (UNI- 
FIL) said 54 Howitzer shells land- 
ed on the three targets, compared 
to 1,200 rounds fired on the 
Nabatiyeh area last week before 
the U.S. intervention.. 

Israeli Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon urged Israel to 
almost doable the size of the 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non and attack Arab guerrillas. 

Mr. Sharon, architect of the 
Jewish state's 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon, said: 

“The zone should be wider.” 

Mr. Sharon, who pressed on 
with Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Golan Heights even during 
the Madrid peace conference, 
suggested pushing the zone np to 
fee Lltam River — about twice 
the currant — and attacking 
guerrilla bases further north. 

He told reporters daring a tour 
-of northern Israel settlements he 
thought the southern sector of the 
zone “should reach to the Lita- 

(Confemed on page 2) 


Tycoon Maxwell, who denied 
Mossad links, ‘missing* at sea 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Billionaire-publisher Robert 
Maxwell was reported missing in 
the Eastern Atlantic Tuesday af- 
ter he disappeared from his own 
yacht. Trading was immediately 
suspended in the companies be 
runs, those firms announced. 

Spanish and Canary is lands 
rescue ships and aircraft searched 
for the flamboyant, 68-year-old 
publisher and an all-ships alert 
was broadcast for help in finding 
him, Spanish officials said. 

Mr. Maxwell’s yacht was cruis- 
ing off Tenerife, the largest of the 
Spanish Canary islands, when the 
crew reported him missing early 
TYiesday. 

Spanish rescue and salvage de- 
partment official Javier Herce 
said the search centred midway 
between Maspatomas Point on 
Grand Canary Island and La Ras- 
ca Point on Tenerfie where Mr. 
Maxwell was believed to have 
fallen overboard. 

According to Mr. Herce, Mr. 
Maxwell was last seen on board at 
0445 GMT. He was not reported 
mkxing until several boms later. 


he said in Madrid. 

Mr. Maxwell is “feared lost 
overboard from his motor yacht, 
tiie Lady Ghislaine,” during' a 
brief vacation, according to tiie 
statement issued by Iris com- 
panies. 

Yacht Captain Gus Rankin re- 
ported him missing Tuesday 
morning after “Mr. Maxwell 
failed to answer a telephone call 
in Iris stateroom.” 

“An immediate search of the 
ship was made and contact made 
wife the authorities in Tenerife. 
A sea and air search began after 
three further extensive searches 
of the ship found no trace of Mr. 
Maxwell,” tiie statement said. 

Mr. Maxwell was most recently 
in the news denying the allega- 
tions that he and the Mirror had 
dose links with Israel’s secret 
service, Mossad. 

Two politicians raised the 
allegations in parliament last 
month, taking them from a book 
“The Samson Option” by Amer- 
ican writer Seymour Hersh. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Palestinian speech implies acceptance of much below 242, prominent activist says 


By Lands K. Andoni 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The “moder- 
ate” presentation made by 
the Arabs, particularly fee 
Palestinian delegation, at fee 
Madrid peace conference 
might have won international 
acclaim but at fee expense of 
fee basic Palestinian and. 
Arab legal and political 
rights, a leading Palestinian 
politician and legal expert 

argues. . . . 

“The Arabs, particularly 
the Palestinian delegation, 
have started from a m inim al 
negotiating position that they 
can be trapped in,” con- 
tended Ibrahim Bakr, a for- 
mer member of fee Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Commit- 
tee, and an influential mid 
outspoken lawyer on Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian politics. 

While Israel started from a 
maximalist position — mast- 
ing that it has a histone and 
religious daim to an ° f the 
temtories it controls ^ 


Arabs indicated acceptance 
of the 1967 border and there 
was no explicit demands for 
the rights of the Palestinian 
refugees who were displaced 
as a result of the creation of 
Israel in 1947. 

The Arab presentations 
fed indeed positively influ- 
ence international and Arab 
public opinions bat have pro- 
vided some credence to 
Haims by Arab and Palesti- 
nian opponents of the peace 
conference. Bnt there is also 
growing concern and frustra- 
tion among supporters of the 
peace talks that the Arab 
delegations have already li- 
mited their margin of man- 
oeuver at the more serious 
stages of the negotiations. 

“Each party will have to 
adhere to its presentation (at 
the opening conference),” 
said Mr. Bakr, who has sup- 
ported fee Jordanian and 
Palestinian involvement in 

the peace conference. 

Mr. Bakr charged that fee 
Palestinian presentation 
amounted to a waiving at fee 


right to return or compensa- 
tion for the Pales tinian re- 
fugees of 1948, a negotiating 
position “below the mini- 
mum level as provided m 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 242.” 

Mr. Bakr, who commands 
broad respect and greet influ- 
ence among all Palestinian 
and Jordanian trends, said 
the Arab delegations 
appeared “impotent” in front 
of Israel at the conference by 
failing to respond to “historic 
claims” made by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir to the land of Palestine. - 
“It was a shame for the 
Arab delegations from tiie 
Gulf to the Atlantic to appear 
in front of the media impo- 
tent before a so-called tiny 
state,” Mr. Bakr said. 

Although Mr. Bakr’s state- 
ments implied a strong critic- 
ism of fee Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), 
which, despite its physical 
absence, is effectively direct- 
ing the Palestinian delegation 
in Madrid, they also reflect 



ly aimed wife hundreds of 
nuclear warheads. This state 
is still fee ally of the U.S., 
winch has kept it militarily 
stronger than all Arab'cotm- 
tries combined,” Mr. Bakr 


Ib rahim Bakr 

resentment of fee PLO lead- 
ership erf the American terms 
for the peace negotiations. 

Mr. Bakr expressed deep 
mistrust of die U.S. role as a 
sponsor of the conference 
while it remains committed to 
Israeli military superiority in 
fee region and portrays it as a 
tiny vulnerable state. 

“This ‘tiny state’ is the long 
arm of America and is heavi- 


Fot the first time since the 
PLO authorised Palestinian 
participation in fee peace 
conference Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said publicly that he 
was forced, under American 
pressure, to accept what he 
described “as humiliating 
Israeli terms.” 

“The Arabs and the 
Palestinians were forced -to 
go to Madrid,” Mr. Arafat 
told an international solidar- 
ity meeting wife Palestinian 
rights held in Tonis Sunday 

night . 

“We have gone to Madrid 
in accordance wife terms dic- 
tated by the Israeli side and 
in turn imposed npon ns by 
fee sponsors of fee confer- 
ence,” Mr. Arafat said. 

The PLO leader’s state- 
ments were not viewed as a 
criticism of fee presentation 


made by the Palestinian de- 
legation but rather as strong 
resentment with the terms of 
the peace conference, induct- 
ing, according to Palestinian 
officials, the concessions im- 
in the Palestinian de- 
ifion’s presentation at the 
conference. 

The other terms included 
fee exclusion of a direct PLO 
involvement in fee confer- 
ence and the abandonment of 
fee Palestinian precondi- 
tions, mrijnriwig an imnwriiate 

hah to the building of Israeli 
settlements and the repre- 
sentation of East Jerusalem 
and an American recognition 
of die Palestinian people’s 
right to self-festermxnation 
prior to the beginning of the 
talks. 

According to available in- 
formation, the Palestinian 
speech at fee opening session 
n«H to takg into considera- 
tion Americas demands that 
opposed the use of any confer 
tions or any explicit reference 
to tire Palestinian right to 
return as contained in the 


United Nations resolutions. 

The speech, delivered by 
Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi, 
drew wide Palestinian 
admiration. It challenged the 
U.S. and Israelis’ ground 
rales by asserting allegiance 
to fee PLO — without refer- 
ring to it by name — and 
commitment to the establish- 
ment of an independent 
Palestinian state wife Jeru- 
salem as its capital. 

Bnt Mr. Bakr, who usually 
makes major contributions to 
Palestinian policy-making, 
said that the speech con- 
tained major and dangerous 
concessions that will limit the 
Palestinian negotiating posi- 
tion. 

Mr. Bakr was specifically 
referring to the acceptance of 
Israel’s per- 1967 borders, the 
approval of the American 
suggested interim period and 
the failure to claim the right 
for r et urn of the Pales tinian 

refugees of 1948. 

“Our homeland has never 

(Contfcmed on page 2) 
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Achievements, differences 
during Madrid talks 


MADRID (AF) — Here is a brief 
summary of the main achieve- 
ments and remaining obstacles 
following Israel’s bilateral talks 
with Arab delegations at the Mid- 
dle East peace conference: 
Israel and the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation: 

' — Agreed to meet again at an 
undetermined time arid place. 
Agreed to maintain direct con- 
tacts in tbe meantime. Agreed to 
“two- track" approach in which 
Israel would negotiate separately 
with Jordan and the Palestinians. 

The Israelis committed them- 
selves to negotiate an interim 
period of self-rule for tbe Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, to be followed by 
talks on tbe permanent status of 
those lands. Israel agreed to 
allow freedom of movement for 
Pales tinian negotiators in Israe fr- 
eon trolled territory. 

— Differed over tbe Palesti- 
nians’ demand for a freeze on 
Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories and on Israel’s 
request to hold future talks at 
least partly on Israeli territory. 
Israel and Lebanon: 

— Agreed to meet again at an 

undetermined time and place. 

. — Did not report any progress 
on Lebanon’s demand for an end 
to Israel’s control of a setf- 
. proclaimed security zone in South 
Lebanon. 

■Israel and Syria; 

' — Agreed to meet again at an 
undetermined time and place. 

- — Differed over Syria’s de- 
mand for Israel to relinquish the 
Golan Heights, as well as other 
occupied territory. Differed over 


Israel's requests to establish 
direct contacts, to adopt the 
mutual goal of a peace treaty, to 
agree on ref ra inin g from violence 
during the negotiations. 


Robbers 
hit Saudi 
Eastern 
Province 


Shamir hints at flexibility 


Next steps 


The peace conference set in mo- 
tion a series of negotiations which 
could last for years. Here's a brief 
look at what happens next: 

— Tbe United States, in con- 
sultation with Arabs and Israelis, 
will propose a rite for the next 
round of talks between Israel and 
Syria and Israel and Lebanon. 
Israel wants the talks in the Mid- 
dle East; Syria wants them in 
Madrid or at another neutral site. 
The United States is wilting to 
host them in or around Washing- 
ton. 

— Israel will consult directly 
with the Palestinians and tire 
Jordanians to arrange a site for 
their next round of talks. Israel 
has proposed the Israeli and 
Jordanian Red Sea ports of Eilat 
and Aqaba. But those talks, too, 
may take place in the United 
States. The Palestinians have sug- 
gested bolding them in Europe. 

— Some or all of the four sets 
of Israeli- Arab talks may be held 
within the next two or three 
weeks. 

— Countries of the Middle 
East, the Gulf and North Africa 
will meet in about three weeks to 
discuss issues of mutual interest 
such as aims control, water re- 
sources, refugees and trade. The 
site for those talks has yet to be 
fixed. Syria refuses to attend. - 


NICOSIA (R) — Gunmen, some 
firing into the air, have carried 
out a wave of armed robberies in 
Saudi Arabia's Eastern Province, 
diplomats and bankers in the 
Kingdom said Tuesday. 

In a latest raid last Wednesday, 
three youths held up a 
moneychanger’s office at gun- 
point and grabbed 40,000 riyals 
($ 11 , 000 ). 

Armed robbers also broke into 
the homes of several foreigners in 
the Eastern Province, heart of 
Saudi Arabia’s ofl industry, last 
month. Diplomats said money 
and expensive electrical goods, 
such as hi-fi systems, were stolen. 

Robbers tied up members of 
the household in at least one raid 
but no-one was hurt.' 

Tbe spate of robberies in the 
conservative kingdom follows a 
relatively crime-free period since 
1989 when tbe authorities crack- 
ed down on drugs-rclated off- 
ences. 

Diplomats reported four burg- 
laries during a two-week period 
in the same area last month. The 
targets were Britons, Americans, 
Germans and a Japanese. Arrests 
had been made, they said. 

Unconfirmed reports said an 
armoured trade carrying one mil- 
lion riyals ($260,000) was held up 
and robbed on the road between 
Dammam and Hofuf three weeks 


(Contfeued from page 1) 
demonstrating a united Arab 
front against Israel. 

Sryia’s demand to stay in Mad- 
rid reflected its hope of convert- 
ing tire negotiations into an inter- 
national conference — thereby 
enhancing chances for outside in- 
fluence on IsraeL 

Palestine Liberation Organia- 
tion (PLO) Monday praised the 
“deft ability” Mr. Baker showed 
in pushing the Arabs and Israelis 
to the negotiating table. 

Nabfl Sbaat, a dose advisor to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
told reporters that both the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States “played a very con s tr u ct i ve 
rote.” 

“And I must say, in particular 
the rote played by Mr. Baker and 
his team. IPs a very constructive 
role and ... I think his deft ability 
in getting this conference to con- 
tinue on its path no doubt is 


negotiations with each of its 
neighbours, something it has 
strived for.” 


testimony that we have a serious 
possibility to go on with tins 
peace process.” 

Tire statement marked a dear 
softening of the FLO’s generally 
critical assessment of U.S. policy 
in the Middle East. 

The PLO did not have a direct 
rote in Madrid. 

The Israeli delegation to the 
peace talks has pledged to work 
towards peace with their Arab 
neighbours and warned against 
euphoria. 

“Tbe way before us is still long, 
full of difficulties, obstacles and 
no doubt crises, but it is also full 
of hope,” said Deputy Foreign 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu at 
a press conference at tire Ben- 
Gurion airport outside Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Netanyahu added that the 
Madrid meeting “removed a 
large stone that stood at the start 
of the path. Israel achieved direct 


Cabinet Secretary Elialrim 
Rubinstein said his team, ^ 
met with the joint Jor dan ian - 
Palestinian delegation, would 
stay in contact with their counter- 
part to reach agreement on tbe 
rest of the negotiations. 

However, Mr. Rubinstein 
stressed that although the past 
few days brought “a feeling that 
history was made, whoever 
understands the Middle East ... 
knows that there is no place for 
euphoria." 

“We need to buDd hopes and 
expectations that are realistic ... 
keeping our feet on the ground," 
be .said. 


Yosef Ben Aharon, director 
general of tire prime ministry and 
head of the Israeli team that met 
with tbe Syrians, said: “It could 
be that this was tbe start of 
something. This we will only 
know in time." 


Arabs see prolonged talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


enemies of God,” Sheikh Musawi 
was quoted as saying. 

The English-language Syria 
Times asked a question that was 
echoed by many m the Arab World: 
“How can there be any land of peace 
as kng as Israel rcjams lands winch 
are not its own7" 

Damascus businessman 


Mohammad Hamadi predicted 
that foe answer to the question 
would come from the United 
States. 

“The success now depends on 
America.” he said. “We must 
wait and see whether it pressures 
Israel to respect the U.N. resolu- 
tions. Otherwise there is no 
hope.” 

In Amman, Jordanian travel 


agent Fayek Bisharat said he felt 
Arabs had no choice but to press 
forward with negotiations. 

“It is better to save what is left 
of our occupied lands than to lose 
it all, because war will get us 
nowhere,” Mr. Bisharat said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa urged patience. 

“We must not expect a solution 
from the first session of talks, nor 
the second, nor the first week, or 
first month,” he said. “It’s nor- 
mal." 


Israelis shell Lebanon anew 


Israel said to bar Vanunu 
from telling his story 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel’s sup- 
reme court rejected a petition by 
jailed nuclear technician Mor- 
dechai Vanunu to reveal how he 
was captured and brought home 
for trial, the newspaper Davar 


- reported Tuesday. 

' Israeli agents i 


' Israeli agents whisked Mr. 
Vanunu out of Europe in 1986 
'■after he gave a British newspaper 
details of the Jewish state’s nuo- 
'fear programme. The hearing on 
Monday was held behind closed 
doors and the court secretary said 
he could not give details. 

“The supreme court yesterday 
rejected my brother’s request to 
allow the public to know bow he 
was brought to Israel,” the Israeli 
, newspaper quoted Mr. Vanunu’s 
brother Meir as saying 

“It is unacceptable in a demo- 
cratic country... that the public 
be impeded from knowing the 
.truth about my brother,” he 
added. 


to flash a message to reporters 
written on tbe pahn of one hand 
saying he had been hired from 
London to Rome and kidnapped 
there. 

Though Israel has never admit- 
ted holding nuclear weapons, it is 
widely assumed to have a sub- 
stantial stockpile. 

On Monday, Mr. Vanunu was 
whisked in and out of tbe court- 
house from a police van with dark 
windows. Journalists were not 
allowed to photograph him.* 


“The whole subject is a secret 
I cannot gjve you any report,” a 
court secretary said Tuesday. 

Mr. Vanunu’s lawyer, Avigdor 
Feldman, could not be readied 
for' comment but his wife said he 
wouffl.,~. na * discuss the hearing 
because it was held behind dosed 
doors. 


- ; Mordechai Vanunu, 36, a for- 
mer employee at tire Dimona 
nudear reactor in the desert, has 
been in solitary confinement for 
five years since Israel spirited him 
Iback from Europe to face trial. 
;He is serving an 18-year sentence 
m a southern Israel prison. 

. Early in Us trial, he managed 


Mr. Vanunu worked for nine 
years as a low-ranking technician 
at the top-secret Dimona plant 
before telling the Sunday times 
that Israel had produced up to 
200 atom .bombs at tire site. 

He was convicted of helping 
Israel’s enemies and passing in- 
formation intended to harm state 
security. When he took the stand, 
Mr. Vanunu argued his disclo- 
sures were nothing new. 


An executive of the 
moueychanging firm told Renters 
by telephone two youths entered 
its A1 Khobar office and fired 
three shots into the air. A third 
waited in a car carrying Dubai 
number plates. 

“Two young men came in car- 
rying small guns but the one in 
the car had a big machine gun. 
They were in a hurry and they 
made people in the shop very 
afraid,” be said. 

“They shot three times — once 
in the roof, once at a chair, and 
once at a small safe." 

No-one was hurt and one of the 
cashiers managed to lode himself 
into the main vault, which meant 
the robbers could only take 
money from the counter, he 
added. 

Police could not be readied for 
comment but informed sources 
said police checkpoints were set 
up and arrests had been made. 

In the 1989 purge on drags, the 
government rounded up gangs 
convicted of armed robbery — - 
which in some cases included 
police employees. ^ 

At tire same time, it introduced ' 
that death penalty for narcotics 
smuggling. Most of those con- 
victed as a result of the crack- 
down were beheaded, diplomats 
said. 

Executions in Saucfi Arabia 
carried out by public beheading, 
were suspended far nearly 12 
months after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August last year, 
apparently to avoid attracting the 
attention of hundreds of foreign 
journalists sent to the kingdom to 
report on tire Gulf crisis. 


(Continued from page 1) 


He also called for anti-guerrilla 
activity north of the river — “We 
don't have to be there, but we 
have to make certain, in various 
ways, that terrorist bodies do not 
organise there." 

Lebanon is pressing at peace 
talks for Israeli withdrawal from 
the buffer zone, which Israel says 
is essential to protect its nothern 


border. 

An Israeli commander said tbe 
shelling is a wanting to Lebanese 
leaders and Syria to push guerril- 
las out of tire region. 

Some 1,400 guerrillas of Hiz- 
boUah are stepping up attacks on 
the Israeli-controlled zone in 
South Lebanon from nearby vil- 
lages to try to derail Middle East 
peace moves, said the colonel 
who commands the western half 
of tire zone. 


The officer, who under military 
regulations cannot be identified 
by name, spoke to Israel-based 
foreign reporters during an army 
tour of South Lebanon Monday. 

He complained that the 
Lebanese government does not 
make any effort to stop the Hiz- 
boUah guerrillas, adding that the 
Lebanese are cooperating with 
Syria. 

When asked if the shelling was 
intended as a message to the 
Lebanese or the Syrians, he said: 
"I would say to both of them... to 
push tire Hrabollah to the north.” 


Media tycoon ‘missing at sea’ 


(Continued from page I) 


Mr. Maxwell said they were 
“ludicrous, a total invention” and 
began legal action for libel. 

Mr. Maxwell is one of the 
best-known publishers' in the 
world. His holdings range from 
several British tabloids to the 
Daily News, one of New York’s 
largest tabloids, and the Euro- 
pean, a new F.nglkfUaiignage- 
daily in Europe. 

The companies informed tbe 
London stock exchange of his 
disappearance and trading was 
immediately suspended in the 
shares of Maxwell Communica- 
tions Corporation and its affiliate 
Mirror Group Newspaper Pic. 

The boards of Mr. Maxwell's 
companies moved quickly, nam- 
ing Mr. Maxwell’s son Kevin, 32, 
as acting chairman of Maxwell 
Communication, and his son Ian, 
35, as acting chairman of the 
Mirror Group of newspaper. 

The sons have worked in tire 


family business for years. 

Mr. Maxwell has kept tight 
control of his companies and his 
absence would be keenly felt. 


When he took his Mirror news- 
paper public earlier this year, be 
retained a controlling 51 per cent 
stake. 


Arabs, Jews clash at Kahane 
murder suspect’s trial 


Sameh Kanaan — resistance fighter turns peace negotiator 


MADRID (AP) — Sameh Ka- 
nsan’s mother is a Jew, his father 
a Muslim. He has spent more 
than a third of his life in Israeli 
prisons. Now be is a member of a 
Palestinian negotiating team 
trying to find a settlement to the 
Middle East conflict. 

’ Mr. Kanaan. a 36-year-old na- 
tive of the West Bank city of 
Nablus, speaks fluent Hebrew 
and Arabic. He was one of the 
first among the Palestinian nego- 
tiators to shake the hand of an 
Israeli official as the historic 
peace conference got under way 
last Wednesday. 

What does Mr. Kanaan think 
about the peace process? 

. “It is something that has been 
imposed on all sides as part of the 
changing political climate in tire 


world in the aftermath of the end 
of the cold war. 

“The beginning was difficult, 
but we have scoredbig propagan- 
da victories and won support for 
the righteousness of our cause," 
he said. 


Mr. Kanaan 's mother, Mazal 
Maman, was bora in Jerusalem. 
Her family had immigrated from 
Morocco. She broke ranks with 
her family to many his father just 
before the war broke in 1948. 

It was not until tire next con- 
frontation that her brothers came 
to see her, at her mother’s insist- 
ence. 

“After that there wens visits, 
especially at births, weddings and 
funerals. They came to ns, we 
went to them. 


“After all blood is thicker than 
water,” Mr. Kanaan said in an 
interview. 

He admitted that he often felt 
“a stranger among them," espe- 
cially after he emerged from a 
13-year imprisonment in 1985. 
He said his family members never 
asked what had happened, and 
never in tbe visits did they talk 
politics. 

“Bat we did often exchange 
comments like ‘let's hope there 
can be peace,” said Mr. Kanaan, 
who is married and has three 
daughters. 

Although bis mother still visits, 
Mr. Kanaan, the youngest of 
seven children, said contact with 
bis undes ceased with the out- 
break of the Palestinian nprising 
in 1987. He said that was mainly 


due to tbe fact Arabs could no 
longer move freely in Israeli 
areas. 

Mr. Kanaan was arrested in 
1972 on charges of belonging to 
Fateh and was sentenced a year 
later to 21 years in jail. 

He finally was released in a 
prisoner swap arranged by a 
Damascus-based Palestinian 
group which traded two Israelis it 
captured in Lebanon in 1982 for 
1,150 Arabs. 

When pressed, Mr. Kanaan 
detailed some of the torture he 
suffered: “Forcing my mouth 
open and spitting into it, count- 
less number of days in a window- 
less, unlit cell, other times in a 
tiny room under intermittent cold 
showers in tbe heart of winter, 
and constant beating." 


NEW YORK (R) — Jewish and 
Arab demonstrators exchanged 
blows outside Manhattan sup- 
reme court Monday as jury selec- 
tion began in the trial of El 
Sayyid Nosair, accused of lolling 
militant rabbi Meir Kahane. 

Police arrested one man, a 
Nosair supporter, who was taken 
into custody after allegedly 
attempting to strike an officer. 

About 30 demonstrators on tbe, 
pavement below exchanged angry 
words and eventually punches as 
jury selection in the courtroom 
began. Of the 350 potential jurors 
brought to the courtroom, about 
100 were asked to return on 
Wednesday for further question- 
ing. 

Mr. Nosair, 35, an Egyptian- 
born naturalised U.S. citizen, 
says be is innocent of the charges, 
which include murder, attempted 
murder, assault, criminal posses- 
sion of a weapon and unlawful 
imprisonment. 

He has been held in jail with- 
out bail since his arrest on Nov. 5, 
1990. 

Prosecutors said at least 16 
eyewitnesses saw Mr. Nosair 
fatally shoot the 58-year-old 
founder of the Jewish Defence 
League wbo was speaking at 
Manhattan hotel. 

“I am innocent I didn’t shoot 
anybody. Somebody else was be- 
side me. He had a yarmulke on 
his head. When he shot I ran 
from the room,” Mr. Nosair 
wrote in a police statement. 

Mr. Nosair is also accused of 


shooting an - elderly man who 
fried to jrtoick his escape, and 
jfeizing a ,t?uri and its driver. 

Mr. Nosair was shot by a urn- 
formed postal service police in- 
spector before being captured. 

If convicted of all charges, he 
could be sentenced to life in 
prison. 

The defence claims an amateur 
videotape made by a Kahane 
supporter the night of tire killing 
wflj prove their client's inno- 
cence. Mr. Nosair’s lawyers also 
say that one of Kahane’s own 
supporters, in a fit of hysteria, 
interfered with paramedics trying 
to give aid to the radical rabbi. 

New York Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Alvin Schlesinger denied a 
defence motion that sought to 
exhume Kahane’s body, which is 
buried in Israel. The defence had 
wanted a second, fuller autopsy 
performed to determine whether 
the bullet wound from a 357 
Ruger revolver, or improper 
medical care caused Kahane’s 
death. 


Tbe judge observed that after 
‘Kahane’s death, the first autopsy 
showed “precisely,” the entrance 
and exit wounds, the trajectory of 
the bullet and bullet tracings. 

Mr. Nosair is married to Caren 
Ann Mills, who converted to 
Islam after their June 7, 1982, 
marriage. She changed her name 
to Khadijah. 

lire couple had two children in 
addition to one by Ms. Mills's 
first marriage. 
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ceased to exist in our min ds 
and hearts. But it has to exist 
as a state on all of the terri- 
tories occupied by Israel in 
the war of 1967, with Jeru- 
salem, in the context of that 
city’s special status and its 
non-exclusive character,” 
Dr. Abdul Shaft said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi’s state- 
ment constituted the most 
explicit Palestinian accept- 
ance of Israel’s 1967 borders. 
Tbe Palestine National Coun- 
cil's (PNC) 1988 declaration 
of independence had tacitly 
accepted the pre-1967 bor- 
ders by calling for a Palesti- 
nian state in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Bakr argued — repeat- 
ing a point that he had made 
in a memorandum to tbe 
PLO on the eve of the 1988 
PNC — that the PLO then 
and the Palestinian delega- 
tion in Madrid now should 
have adhered to the borders 
outlined in the 1947 partition 
plan as contained in United 
Nations Resolution 181 for 
four reasons: — 

— Israel bad not adhered 
to the boundaries of the 
partition plan and later occu- 
pied a considerable chunk of 
the land allocated by the plan 
to the Arab (Palestinian) 
state that was supposed to be 
created according to Resolu- 
tion 181. 

— Israel cannot avoid dis- 
cusring tbe boundaries out- 
lined in Resolution 181 since 
it was created and was pro- 
vided international and legal 
legitimacy according to that 
resolution. 

— Resolution 242 did not 
contain an international rec- 
ognition or legitimacy of 
toad's control erf Palestinian 
lands that it took over in 
violation of Resolution 181. 

— Israel occupies the 
Palestinian Hnna, a Palesti- 
nian resort near Syria, but 
considered it part of the the 
Golan Heights. Thus by con- 
fining the Palestinian claim to 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip the Palestinians practi- 
cally renounce the dawn for 
Hima, especially that Israel 
win refuse to renegotiate its 
status as part of occupied 
Syrian territories. 

“Resolution 242 explicitly 
provides for an Israeli with- 
drawal from tbe occupied ter- 
ritories, inducting tbe West 
Bank, Gaza Strip the Golan 
Heights and also the Palesti- 
' man Hima which was occu- 
pied as part of the Golan 
Heights,” Mr. Bakr said. 

toael is expected to refuse 
to compromise on the Palesti- 
nian Hima, especially that 
whoever controls the strip of 
the land controls the Yar- 
monk River — an important 
score in the conflict over wa- 
ter resources between toad 
and the Arabs. 

Consequently, Mr. Bakr 
says, by accepting the interim 
period and the pre-1967 bor- 
ders the Palestinians have 
accepted far less than pro- 
vided by Resolution 242. 

Iu his speech Dr. Abdul 
Shafi declared readiness to 
accept the interim period sug- 
gested by the Americans but 
stressed that the Pales tinians 
will not allow the transitional 
period, during which there 
will be some form of auton- 
omy, to be transformed into a 
permanent status. 

Until 1988, when Jordan 
relinquished its responsibility 
for the IsraelMKCupied West 
Bank leading to the declara- 
tion by the PLO of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state, 
Palestinians regarded the 
acceptance of 242 as a major 
concession since the resolu- 
tion does not address Palesti- 
nian national rights. 

Mr. Bakr, who had in tbe 
past opposed Mr. Arafat’s 
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policies but had stood firmly 
in support of tbe FLO lead- 
ership since 1987, warned 
that by accepting die interim 
period and the tbe American, 
scenario the Palestinians are 
settling for far less than what 
was provided in foe 1978 
Camp David agreement be- 
tween Israel and Egypt. 

“There is (a plan) for 
phased withdrawal. This is 
less than Camp David,” said 
Mr. Bakr. 

In his speech Dr. Abdul 
Shafi implied thatthe Palesti- 
nians were seeking amend- 
ments to the interim period 
but he did not reject outright 
the American scenario. 

Tbe American scenario in- 
volves autonomy rale fol- 
lowed after two years by the 
election of rep res en tatives to 
negotiate the final solution 
for the future of the occupied 
Arab lands. Dr. Abdul Shafi, 
however, called for conde- 
nsing the timeframe of the 
interim period “to respond to 
the dispossessed Palestinians’ 
argent Deed for sanctuary god 
to tbe occupied Pales tinians * 
right to gain relief from 
oppression and to win recog- 
nition of their authentic 
wilL” 

Dr. Abdul Shaft's state- 
ment dearly meant that the 
Palestinians were determined 
that the interim period will 
lead to the establishment of a 
Palestinian stale and that the 
issue of Palestinian refugees, 
including those displaced af- 
ter 1948, will not be discussed 
at the bilateral talks. 

The problem of the re- 
fugees is expected to be 
negotiated at the multilateral 
talks among Israel and all of 
the Arab parties concerned 
over regional issues such as 
economy, water and security 
arrangements. 

But again Mr. Bakr 
cautioned that such a step can 
lead to a waiving of the Pakstnaan 
people's right to return and 
serve die Israeli purpose of 
settling the Palestinians in die 
Arab countries and avoid fac- 
ing the issue of P&hstinian 
national rights. 

“Tbe Palestinian delega- 
tion should have categorically 
rejected that the refugee 
problem should be the re- 
sponsibility of the multi-party 
talks. This implies the accept- 
ance of the Israeli objective j 
of settling the Palestinian re- 
fugees in the Arab cotartries 1 
and a waiver oftife. refugees’ j 
right to return* . raid Mr. 
;: Bdkr. '-‘if-’-- 

“'Again he pointed out that 
even Resolution 242 pro- 
vided for a better sobtion for 
the refugee problem. 

“Resolution 242 provides 
that there should be a just 
solution to the refgnees on 
die basis of Resolution 194,” 
he said. 

Resolution 194, endorsed 
on Dec. 11, 194ft, says 
Palestinian refugees should 
be allowed to retain to their 
homes and lands and those 
who did not wish to return 
should be reimbursed. 

The waiving of the Palesti- 
nian right to return is cited by 
Palestinian Itardlinezs a ma- 
jor reason for opposing die 
peace conference. 

But some FLO officials re- 
ject such claims, insisting that 
the Palestinian delegation 
will be able to invoke aft of 
the resolutions pertinent to 
the Palestinian question at 
tire negotiating table. Tins 
argument was expressed in 
Dr. Abdul Shafi’s speech, 
which cited Resolutions 181 
and 194 but fell short erf a 
clear insistence that they 
were part of tbe basis of the 
peace talks. 

“The Palestinians should 
have categorically rejected 
that the nffiigee problem be 
discussed at the multilateral 
talks,” Mr. Bakr said. 
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UNRWA to expand services 
offered in refugee camps 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA) will pursue its acti- 
vities and implement its program- 
mes and plans ^ especially in the 
heahh, education and social ser- 
vices — and wffl try to expand 
socii activities, according to UN- 
RWA Director in Jordan Ranke 
de Jong. 

Mr. De Jong was addressing' a 
cere mon y held Tuesday for the 
hraiignration of a mother and 
child health, sub-centre at Nozha 
neighbourhood, dose to the AJ 
Hussein Refugee. Camp on Jabal 
Hussein. 

The construction of the centre 
was part of UNRWA’s series of 
health projects for the benefit of 
residents of refugee camps living 
away from the agency’s main 
health centres, Mr. De Jong 
noted. 

The centre is designed to ease 
the burden on the agency’s main 
health centre in the Jabal A1 
Hussein area and to extend ser- 
vices to outlying areas, said Dr. 
Nashat Amman, director of UN- 
RWA’s health services. Dr. 
Amman said that the a gen cy's 
health centres were trying to im- 
plement programmes aimed at 
solving problems related to chro- 
nic diseases like diabetes, high 
blood pressure and anemia 
among children and pregnant 
women. 

Now that success has been 
achieved in stemming the spread 
of contagions diseases like polio, 
diphteria, tetanus and the whoop- 
ing cough, the agency’s health 
centres will be concentrating 
efforts on non-communicable dis- 
eases, he said. 

Dr. Amman said that rtwmi« to 
the continued health -services, 
rates of measles, m camy t a and 
chicken pox cases have dropped 
considerably. 

In another development, the 
agency’s various health, educa- 
tion and social activities were 
explained by the agency’s direc- 
tor to a 12-member team of jour- 


nalists seat on a tour of the region 
by the United Nations Depart- 
ment of Public Information (UN- 
DPI). 

Mr. De Jong focused attention 
on the agency’s services in Jordan 
where, he sand, they are concen- 
trated mainly in the refugee 
camps. The camps and the other 
areas with Palestinian concentra- 
tions have received additional 
number of residents lately in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis, Mr. De 
Jong said. He added that the 
agency was expanding its services 
in these areas, which suffer from 
poor living standards. 

The UNDP! team arrived here 
Monday evening on a visit to 
Jordan in order to inspect the 
agency’s services to Palestinian 


The 12-member team of jour- 
nalists representing newspapers in 
European nations also met with Adel 
Ireshid, director general of the 
Foreign Ministry’s Palestinian 
Affairs Department, who out- 
lined tire Jordanian go v e r nm ent's 
assistance to the refugees. 

Jordan is continuing to provide 
assistance, especially in the 
educa t ion and health fields to the 
refugees living in the camps, Mr. 
Irsheid said. At the same time, 
Jordan is assisting the Palestinian 
people under occupation to mar- 
ket their agricultural products 
here and abroad. Ire added. 

Mr. Irsheid spoke in detail 
about the situation in the occu- 
pied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip and the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people under occupa- 
tion role. Mr. Irsheid urged tire 
European nations to offer addi- 
tional aid to the refugees. 

The team will visit the bridges 
area on the River Jordan Friday 
morning before flying to Syria. A 
team spokesman smd that the 
journalists had come to Jordan 
from Tunis where they met with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) officials for a discus- 
sion on the Middle East situation. 


Queen Noor Award for 
Children’s Literature to 
be announced today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Winners of 
the Queen Noor Award for tSrii- 
dTen’s Literature will be 
announced today in a ceremony 
patronized by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor at the Royal Cnltn- 
rat Centre. 

Her Majesty will award the 
winners their prizes JD 1,000 
each and a certificate of apprecia- 
tion. The Queen mil also distri- 
bute certificates of participation 
for the 28 Jordanian writers who 
competed for the award’s five 
categories at short story, novel, 
poetry, playwriting, folktales and 
scientific literature. The Queen 
Noor Award for Children's Liter- 
ature was first announced in 1988 
on the Day of the Arab Child to 
encourage Jordanian writers to 
produce qualify Arabic children’s 
literature. 

Speakers at today’s ceremony 
will include the Minister erf 
Education, Dr. Bid Dahiyat; 


well-known Jordanian author and 
critic Dr. Hashem Yaghi and a 
representative of tire Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, tire sponsor 
of the award. 

After the ceremony. Queen 
Noor will inaugurate a specialized 

national children's book exhibi- 
tion which includes the works iff 
40 Jordanian writers in tire field 
of children’s literature. The ex- 
hibition also includes publications 
of research and studies done on 
Arab chfidren’s literature in Jor- 
dan. A special section of the 
exhibition presents a directory of 
the literary works and contribu- 
tions of aQ Jordanian writers in 
the area of children’s literature. 

The award's first winners were 
Munira Sbreih for the category of 
short story; Nadia Abu Taha for 
play-writing; Mohammad A! 
Thaher for poetry and Dr. Sura 
Saba’ Al-Aish for scientific litera- 
ture. 


Franco- Jordanian Medical 
Congress to be held 


AMMAN (J.T.) — About 300 
Jordanian pediatricians and 
general practitioners will take 
part in the first Franco- 
Jordaman Medical Congress to 
be held on Thursday mid Fri- 
day at tire Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

Seven French and 10 Jorda- 
nian specialists in pediatrics 
and neonatology will present 
working papers. The papers 
win deal with nutrition, child’s 
renal metabolic and infections 
djgaases as well as intensive 

care in the neonatal period and 

m onit o rin g pregnancies. 

The congress wQl be opened 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and will be attended by Dents 
Banchard, French ambassador 
in Jordan and His Royal High- 
ness Prince Raad Ben Zeid, 


honorary president of the 
Jordanian-French Medical 
Association. 

The congress is a result of 
the cooperation between the 
Jordanian-French and the 
Franco-Jordaman medical asso- 
ciations and tire cultural ser- 
vice of the’ French embassy in 
Amman. 

The Franco-Jordanian 
Medical Association, which 
was founded in Paris in Octo- 
ber 1990, is beaded by profes- 
sor Jacques Milhcz who is also 
head of the Enro- Arab Medic- 
al Association. The Jordanian- 
French Medical Association 
was created in Amman last 
August. Dr. Fathieh Saoudi, a 
pediatrician, is head of the 
association. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


:Sr Iraqi art exHMtiw af the Phoenix GaBeiy of Art and Culture, 
Gardens Street. 

<r A special season of antique «hog n»pte, 

ffiBafeathms mid mm 18th & 19th century prints tf Palestine, 
Jordan — the Mideast as wefl as MrientaHst scenes at the 
Hotel Jordan later. Continental. 


fr Exfc&ilioa entitled “GratfMe Arts of the 60s* (from •* 

RepnfaBc of Germany) at the Abdul Hameed Shaman Founda- 
tion gallery (open from 1® am. to 5 pjn-). 

» l&rihfldB^rfplMiiMhyTIdeiTTGirariitotlreFrimchOdtegaS 

Centre. 


☆ hwMariirtRMPPteiriwBdeliferafcctareontoe*p«*« 
fasfce field of phwrip art since 1959-90 at Phoenix GaDexy for 
Art art taw Street 7 pan. 



School-aged rhfMren , forced to support their 
boys ra downtown Amman 


Poor economic conditions forcing 
kids to work as shoe shine boys 

Officials admit they are unaware of problem 


By Odeii Oddi 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Two government 
ministries concerned with so- 
da! and education develop- 
ment in Jordan are failing to 
address a serious social prob- 
lem, namely the presence of 
tens of young children roaming 
the streets of the capital trying 
to earn a firing by shoe shin- 
ing. 

Officials from the ministries 
of social development and 
education admitted they were 
unaware that such a phe- 
nomenon exists in Amman. 
Officials from each ministry 
tried to shift die blame on 
the other ministry for the prob- 
lem. 

Every morning, tens of chil- 
dren between the ages of eight 
and 15 converge from the poor 
districts of tire capital on tire 
busy streets of do w nto w n Am- 
man in order to practice shoe 
shining . 

Interviewed by the Jordan 
Times most of tire kids said 
that they dropped out from 
school because their families 
were poor. Some said that they 


were the sole income earners 
of their families and have to 
buy clothing and food for then- 
younger sisters and brothers. 

One of the boys, 11-year-old 
Fadi, said that bis father was 
seriously ill and his mother had 
worked as a house cleaner for 
sometime but had recently lost 
her job when her employer 
hired a Sri f-antam woman to 
replace her. 

Another boy, 14-year-old 
Khalil, said that he left school 
while in the seventh grade 
although be was doing well in 
school, largely dne to his 
father’s sudden illness. He said 
that he had to work to support 
a number of brothers and sis- 
ters because relatives bad 
failed to come to tire help of 
the family. Khalil said he 
worked from seven in the 
morning until seven in the 
evening and collected about 
JD 3 a day. 

Saber, a 13-year old boy said 
that his father has been unem- 
ployed most of his fife, forcing 
the young boy to work to 
support tie family. 

Asked to comment on the 
situation. Minister of Social 


Development Awni A1 Bashir 
said that his department was 
only concerned about the beg- 
gars on the street. The Minis- 
try of Social Development has 
no knowledge about these 
kids, who should be going to 
school for compulsory educa- 
tion, tire minister said. The 
responsibility for the future of 
tire young boys lies squarely 
with tire Ministry of Educa- 
tion, he said. 

Dr. Thouqan Obeidat, 
director general of education at 
the Ministry of Education, said 
that while shoe shining is no 
shameful occupation, it should 
not be done by children of 
school-going age. Education is 
compulsory for all males and 
females in Jordan; and the 
Ministry of Edncation must 
offer all children basic educa- 
tion from the first to the 10th 
grade free of charge in accord- 
ance with the constitution, Dr 
Obeidat said. 

He s aid that he would in- 
struct school principals to fol- 
low up on the dropouts issue to 
prevent an aggravation of tire 
situation. 


Jordan in process of formulating plan 
of action to ensure children’s wellbeing 


By Nkhl M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Committees com- 
prising various government 
officials, in conjunction with 
humanitarian organisations, 
are putting the final touches to 
five reports which are to be 
incorporated into Jordan’s 
plan of action meant to address 
children’s problems. 

The co mmi ttees, created to 
define problems Jordanian 
children are faced with and 
formulate objectives, are part 
of tire Kingdom’s effort to ful- 
fill its pledge to addresss the 
needs of the children. The 
was made when His 
ijesty Ring Hussein formally 
endorsed the Declaration on 
the Survival, Protection and 
Development of Children and 
a Plan iff Action in May. 

The declaration, adopted at 
the World Summit for Chil- 
dren held in New York last 
year, calls for taking steps that 
ensure tire wellbeing of chil- 
dren. Specifically, tire conven- 
tion called for world leaders to 
commit themselves to the prin- 
ciple of a “first call for chil- 
dren, ” ensuring that even in 


times of economic hardship 
sufficient government re- 
sources w31 be allocated to 
meet the essential needs of 
children. 

“If yon have to tighten up 
your belt financially, it should 
not be at the cost of tire (chil- 
dren),” said Nigel Fisher, UN- 
ICEF representative in Jordan. 

UNICEF is one of tire many 
humanitarian organisations 
helping Jordan formulate a 
n ation al strategy to achieve the 
goals set out by the declaration 
in New York. 

The Jordanian national plan 
is not expected to be formu- 
lated until a con fe rence is held 
to evaluate tire reports of the 
co mmi t te es later tins year. The 
five committees win suggest 
ways for Jordan to address: 

— Child health and nutri- 
tion, which will detail the level 
of malnutrition in Jordan and 
tire medical needs of the chil- 
dren, 

— QiiM lea rning , 

— Children and the environ- 
ment, specifically dcantiness 
of firing conditions but also the 
safety and availability of water 
resources, etc. 

— Children and the econo- 


mic crisis, 

— Children in difficult cir- 
cumstances, which will deal 
with urban, or street, children, 
child abuse and other jamilar 
problems. 

“The conference is supposed 
to formulate a plan to be inte- 
grated with the national plan 
for development,” said Hus- 
sein Shakhatreh, head of the 
Manpower Division at the 
Ministry of Planning who is 
coordinating and planning the 
meeting. 

Among tire goals the plan is 
supposed to help achieve will 
be the reduction of the infant 
mortality rate in Jordan from 
35 deaths per 1,000 live births 
to 25 deaths per 1,000 live 
births by the year 1994, Mr. 
Shakhatreh satrl. 

Other goals include increas- 
ing child immumstatkm levels 
from the present 87 per coat to 
98 per cent and to increase the 
female literacy rate from 75 
per cent to 90 per cent. 

“When yon educate 
mothers, it wQl reflect cm the 
caring (for the children),” said 
Mr. Shakhatreh. “Mothers will 
be more aware of the chil- 
dren’s problems.” 


Symposium calls for helping 
countries receiving refugees 


AMMAN (Petra) — A sympo- 
sium on asyhnn and refugee law 
concluded here Monday with a 
call for providing international 
humanitarian aid to Arab states 
receiving waves of refugees and 
displaced persons. 

Participants issued an urgent 
appeal to the international com- 
munity and the Arab World to 
provide support to the Arab 
countries, which provided and 
have been providing great assist- 
ance, including shelter, to the 
refugees and displaced persons. 
They also called on the interna- 
tional community to respect the 
refugee laws and the basic human 
rights of refugees. 

Participants recommended that 
another appeal be issued to the 
Arab states which have so far not 
ratified the United Nations Char- 
ter of 1951 and tire 1967 protocol 
to do so. They further stressed 
tile need for enacting legislations 
'on the protection of refugees 


based on the teachings of Islam, 
and fa tine with the longstanding 
Arab and Muslim traditions in 
providing asyhnn and shelter. 

They stressed the need for sup- 
porting Arab League efforts to 
develop and adopt an Arab char- 
ter on refugees and for providing 
international protection to tire 
Palestinian refugees, particularly 
by the United Nations. 

They also recommended that 
Arab countries do their utmost to 
enable the Palestinian refugees to 
enjoy the freedom of movement, 
residence and work. The partici- 
pants called for issuing an urgent 
appeal to tire United Nations to 
pressure Israel into implementing 
the provisions of tire Geneva 
Convention of 1949 on the pro- 
tection of civilian population in 
times of war. . 

They adopted another recom- 
mendation calling on tire Arab. 
League to cooperate with Arab 


governments and organisations to 
convene a conference on human 
rights. 


EC pledges to offer 
further aid to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Meetings 
between Jordan and tire Euro- 
pean Community’s (EC ) com- 
mission in Brussels have been 
successful, resulting in further 
EC comnritments for economic 
«nd political aid to the King- 
dom. 

The foreign ministers of Bri- 
tain, Germany, Italy and 
France have aD pledged sup- 
port and backing to the King- 
dom at all levels in the ongoing 
Middle East peace process and 
further economic assistance to 
Jordan over the coming 
months and years, according to 
foreign minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber, who is leading the 
Jordanian to the tatir^ 

Dr. Abu Jaber, who went to 
Brussels from Madrid, held 
talks with the EC foreign 
ministers on aid io Jordan and 
the progress of tire peace talks. 

In a statement to Radio Jor- 
dan, Dr. Abu Jaber said the 
talks centred on cooperation 
between Jordan and Britian, 
Germany, France and Italy. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Gianni de Michellis said bis 
government was ready to offer 
Jordan an jmmatia fg aid pack- 
age of $40 million and wQl 


study prospects for future aid. 
Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

He said that the Netherlands 
Foreign Minister Hans van den 
Brock, who chair the commis- 
sioo council, discussed with tire 
Jordanian team plans to imple- 
ment economic restructuring 
programme and the Dutch 
foreign minister voiced the 
commnmty’s readiness to help 
jordan in this respect Mr. van 
den Broek has promised an 
extra EC aid package of nearly 
$50 million to Jordan This year 
and said the EC would make a 
revision of earlier agreements 
with a view to increasing aid to 
Jordan under new arrange- 
ments. 

Dr. Abu Jaber is accompa- 
med to the meetings by Minis- 
ter of Finance Basel Jardaneh 
and Minister of Planning Ziyad 
Fariz. 

The Jordanian team is cur- 
rently discussing with the EC 
commission the implementa- 
tion of its Fourth Protocol, 
signed last Jane with Jordan. 
Under the protocol, the EC is 
supplying some $138.5 million 
to die Kingdom to help boost 
the country’s economic and 
agricultural sectors. 


Dr. Abu Jaber said that he 
briefed the EC ministers on tire 
progress in the Madrid confer- 
ence and noted that the EC 
countries were deeply satisfied 
with Jordan’s performance. He: 
said that tire EC ministers have 
expressed their countries’ 
readmes to offer all possible 
assistance to tire Kiudom. 

According to Radio Jordan; 
Dr. Aba Jaber reviewed with 
the EC ministers various poli- 
tical and economic develop- 
ments in Jordan and the coun- 
try’s current economic difficul- 
ties largely resulting from the 
Gulf crisis. 

Dr. Fariz, fur his part, stated 
that the team discussed EC’s 
technical aid to Jordan and 
financial asrigramt* provided 
through tire European Invest- 
ment Bank (EIB). 

The EC is one of Jordan’s 
biggest foreign aid donors. It 
has spent milli ons of dollars 
over the past few years on the 
improvement of Jordan’s eco- 
nomy and has been among the 
few countries that extended aid 
to tire Kingdom in the wake of 
the return of more than 
300,000 expatriates from tire 
Gulf. 


Information minister calls on 
population to support Jordan’s 

efforts in peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif 
Monday said that the battle for 
peace is just like tire military 
battle and has its own weapons, 
strategies, detailed {dans and tac- 
tics. 

Addressing audience at the 
Arab Youth Foram (AYF), 
where be was invited to lecture 
about Jordan and the peace pro- 
cess, Mr. Sharif reviewed the 
development of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, and said that the current 
historic era which the Arab na- 
tion is passing through is not but 
of tire long historical stations of 
history. 

Mr. Sharif discussed the latest 
developments and changes which 
pro m pted Jordan to enter the 
peace process, which calk for 
restoration of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab territories and solving 
the Arab-Israeli conflict in 
accordance with United Nations 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

The success or the faflure of the 


peace process-hinges on Israel’s 
position and its preparedness to 
accept international legitimacy 
and respect the international will 
to achieve a just and comprehen- 
sive peace, he said. 

Mr. Sharif touched upon some 
of the features of the new politic- 
al map of the world following the 
collapse of tire eastern bloc, the 
increasing tendency towards 
democracy in countries, tire end 
of the cold war and tire growing 
influence of the United States. 

New international develop- 
ments have focussed on finding 
solutions to regional problems, 
which caused competition be- 
tween East and West, he said. 
Mr. Sharif recalled that U.S. 
President George Bush’s commit- 
ment, which was spelled ootrdnr- 
ing his address before tire U.S. 
Congress, to find a solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in accord- 
ance with international legitima- 
cy- This American commitment 
bias encouraged Jordan to enter 
tire peace process, thus joining 
other Arab parties which have 


called for a peaceful solution to 
the conflict mi the basis of land 
for peace. 

Mr. Sharif said that Jordan, 
which had contributed to formu- 
lating the U.N. Resolution 242, 
through His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, cannot be neutral in the 
battle for peace, because it is 
directly affected by what is going 
on in tire occupied territories. He 
noted that the U.S. foreign poli- 
cies are not formulated through 
attractive romantic slogans, but 
through resort to reason, logic, 
concern for the public interest 
and adjustment to international 
changes. 

Mr. Sharif expressed hope that 
those who have rejected the cur- 
rent ' peace (hive desist from 
attac ki ng others and contesting 
their integrity and their goodwill. 
They should take into considera- 
tion Jordan’s current circumst- 
ances, its capacities and the chal- 
lenges faring it, and not to shoul- 
der a burden beyond its ability to 
handle, Mr. Sharif said. 


Minister 

tours 

southern 

regions 

TAFILEH (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal mid Rural Affair s and 
the Environment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat Tuesday completed a 
three-day tour of southern re- 
gions where he inspected muni- 
cipal projects and discussed ur- 
gent needs. 

The tour took the minister and 
senior officials from hk ministry 
to Karak, Maan and Tafileh, 
during which he discussed plans 


and other facilities destroyed dm- 
mg last winter's storms mid 
floods. 

At a meeting held at Tafileh, 
the last stop* on the tour, Dr. 
Tubeishat <pud that hk ministry 
was concentrating its activities in 
three areas: modernising legisla- 
tion related to local councils to 
cope with developments, helping 
the process of stimulating the 
counaTs drive to improve their 
financial situations and revenues 
and pro motin g the p roces s of 
joint services counrik. 

The ministry has now prep a red 
a new draft law which allows few 
increases In heads of coundTs 
salaries , the minister said. 


Announcement From The 
Ministry CM Water And Irrigation 
Water Authority 

Omtnu^ 24^1 Tftuwogh 45/9^ 

Further to the announcement published on 12/10/1991 
concerning the issuance of the above mentioned con- 
tracts financed by the World Bank Loan No. 3306 JO. 
The Water Authority draws the attention of ail bidders and . 
embassies who have obtained the Tender Documents that 
new amendments were issued and could be collected 
from the Tenders Division/Water Authority's main, building 
in Amman. 

Eng. Mutazz Belbehl 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Tunisia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to Tunisian President Zine A1 Abideen Ben AH congratulat- 
ing him on the anniversary of the assumption of his constitutional 
powers in T unisia . The King wished President Ben Ah continued 
good health and happiness and the' Tunisian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Physical punishment in school to be evaluated 

AMMAN (Petra) — Edu c ation Minister Eid Dahiyat deckled 
Tuesday to form a specialised committee to follow up the issue of 
the use of physical punishment at schools in the Kingdom. The 
committee will draft a comprehensive strategy to put a limit to the 
increase in the use of physical punishment and will present its 
recommendations to the minister before next February. The 
Ttonmttee comprises several directors of the ministry's various 


Symposium on cooperative movements organised 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan a symposium on “Tire Role of Arab 
Cooperative Movement in Achieving Food Security in the Arab 
World” will be held Nov. 17 here in Amman. The symposium 
aims at shedding light on the role of the the Arab cooperative 
movement, in enhancing relations between cooperative societies 
in Arab states and in marketing and increasing Arab production 
of food industries and agricultural produce. The thiee-day 
symposium k or g a n i s ed by the Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO), tire Arab Food Industries Federation, tire Arab Coopera- 
tive Food Security Federation and the Arab Cooperative Move- 
ment Society. 
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Preparing for 
a new age 

JORDAN’S DEMOCRATIC experiment can no longer be 
viewed as just an exper im ent; it has to be tamed into a 
force. We should no longer accept attomp a to perpetaate 
past traditions in a new-and-mqnnved-deiiiocracy-gWt- 
w r apping - This has never become more imperative than 
now as we open negotiations to liberate Palestinian lands 
and pave the road for a confederation between Jordanians 
and Palestinians. The prospects of the future place on ns an 
urgency to strive to modernise our institutions and our 
thinking . Institutions and thinking are, however, related to 
people and imle« new Mood is allowed to Bow within all 
hierarchies of our social, political and economic systems we ' 
cannot expect to arms into the fhtnre. Individuals, can make 
or break institutions. Our institutions, winch had been 
duped a long time ago, are being kept static on tbc same old 
methods and rales which have become as dd and obsolete as 
die buSdings they inhabit if not more worn out. We cannot 
hope nor should we Hiint that we can cope with the new 
regional and world order while we stiB r etain our old and 
archaic thoughts and institutionalised bureaucracy. 

Although there still exists many traditional constraints, a 
way can always be found to placate these traditions while at 
the same time effecting the required change. It is time to 
make the appointment of individuals in public posts a 
rhttilrwgmg under t aking. That, for example, ran be done 
through a viable examination of the merits of appointees to 
higher posts be they undersecretary-generals, department 
heads or heads of mqjor public institutions. One way of 
mdanriwiaKong this is to copy the U.S. system of appoint- 
ment to higher posts whereby each appointee goes bi front of 
a special parliamentary committee that holds pnbtic bear- 
lags on the individuals’ saftabffity for the posts. But 
replacing top-level individuals in itself b not enough. A 
whole body of laws, legislation and regulations needs to be 
examined, renewed and revised. This can be done by 
enlisting the efforts of the Ministry of Justice, the experi- 
ences of the lawyers association and the endorsement of 
Pmtiamgrt. 

As our hopes rise for a quick solution to the Palestinian 
problem, it becomes apparent that the difficult tasks abead 
are not limited to con vindag the world of the sincerity of oar 
efforts. Some of the most awesome hurdles to be crossed, 
when and if oar national hopes materialise, is that our 
economy, democracy and system of justice should be aide to 
incorporate the aspirations of the newly-liberated Palesti- 
nians, compete with those of the Israelis and ensure a better 
-Allure for those who have held the fort box for over four 
-decades. This cannot be achieved if oar talents are not 
liberated, used and rewarded. One of our old traditions, one 
which we have exercis e d until late, is what Jordanians have 
come to call the "game of chairs” where the same people 
move from one chair to another whfle new players are never 
allowed to enter the game. The system should not tolerate 
incompetence and meflkxency for the sake of avoiding 
, confrontation with those who canned break the link with the 
past If we are to cross into the new age then those m the 
executive authority should build new institutions and 
renovate old ones, and those in the legislative a u th ority 
should ensure that it is being based on solid and sound 
-foundations and always with renewed determination and 
vision. 
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AL RAT daily Tuesday focused its attention oa the domestic 
affairs and said that now that the opening ses&ons at the Madrid 
conference are over, Jordanians should be turning their attention 
more dosely to domestic issues. The past week had Jor danian 
citizens glued to their television sets, following the talks and 
statements in Madrid, that was quite natural as it manifests die 
Jordanian people’s keenness on acquiring first-hand information 
about developments that are bound to affect their future, die 
paper said. But, it said, the battle against the enemy cannot be 
won through negotiations alone, but rather through continued, 
strenuous efforts to pursue the course of progress and develop- 
ment, to remain strong internally as well as externally. The paper 
said that the need is now for conceited efforts, on die part of the 
government and the public, to find solutions for the chronic .issues 
plaguing the country, mainly those connected with economic 
difficulties. Laying the infrastructure for democracy and pursuing 
the process of construction are important elements that help the 
country achieve progress, said tbe paper. As this process 
condones, the public can. at the same time, follow the develop- 
ments abroad and can interact with matters which affect the 
country’s future, the paper added. ’ 

THE first round of peace talks in Madrid has revealed that tbe 
Israeli government, which was pressured to go to the Spanish 
capital, was doing all it can to abort the negotiations, said Al 
Dustour daily Tuesday. Tbe igper said that Israeli negotiators are 
trying to waste time and efforts to escape the basic and essential 
issues, turning tbe world public attention to tbe need of changing 
; the venue, for the talks. Tbe procedural matters should not be 
allowed to block tbe parley which was arranged for the sole 
■ purpose of reaching peace that lakes into account tbe rights of the 
Palestinian people and their future in their own homeland, the 
paper said. Tbe maneouvres of the Israeli prime minis ter and his 
negotiators in Madrid are seen by many as a mere attempt to 
sabotage the peace process so that Israel would remain in the 
Arab kinds it occupied in its wars with the Arab states, the paper 
added. If it is true that tbe co-sponsors of the conference axe there 
only to provide advice and nothing more, then it is indeed 
impossible to imagine that the current negotiations can lead 
anywhere, the paper argued. 
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Modern tax system — revenues vs . income 


The economic problems that face Jordan now are numerous and 
formidable, as never before. Inflation, unemployment, external 
indebtedness, desertification and paucity of water resources, 
urbanisation, and especially what some like to term Ammanisa- 
rion and, of couise, tbe budget deficit are examples of these 
problems which are bound to live with us for a very long time. 

The problem of budget deficit is unique as it conspkxmsly 
dominates the official thinking and thus dangerously overshadows 
the whole economic arena. And this is strange because we 
apparently tend to make the problem of the budget deficit the 
centre of the universe. A look at tbe table tided “Central 
government deficit/surplus” that appears among the tables 
published in the yearbook of international financial statistics 
published by IMF shows that almost all the countries of tbe world 
have a budget deficit that is sustained undisniptedly over time. 
Nevertheless, the governments of these countries do not make a 
fuss over that deficit, contrary to ns in Jordan. Budget deficits are 
an understandable reflection of the fort that govern m ents are not 
interested in saving and that they tend to finance their capital 
spending from borrowing. 

Tbe overpreoccupation of our economic policy with the budget 
deficit has naturally led it to give top priority to boosting public 
revenues through a very aggressive tax system based on direct 
, taxes, especially on tbe income tax. Thus the overriding concern 


of our tax system is to raise more revenues irrespective of their 
devastating impact on production incentives. Jordan will have to 
devise a modern tax system that enables it to cope with the 
economic challenges of the fixture, which emanate from the host 
of problems cited above. It is not our intention of course to dwell 
here on the details of such systems but we may. introduce their 
basic notions to the reader. 

The present outdated tax system is based o& levying taxes on 
the generation of income. A modern tax system has to be built on 
taxes imposed on the circulation of income or, rather, revenue. 
Let us explain. 

Your salary is part of your income and is therefore subject to 
the income tax. But if you receive a permanent grant of. say, 
several hundred dinars or even several million dinars, it wifi not 
be taxable because it is not part of your income. The grant and 
salary together constitute your revenue. 

Now, tbe so-called tax fairness dictates that the amount of tax 
paid be determined by your ability to pay which is accurately 
measured by your revenue not by your income. It is grossly unfair 
for a person with an income of, say, five thousand dinars to pay 
tax more fen another one whose income is only five hundred 
dinars but either receives grants (transfers, in technical terms) 
that bring his revenue up to, say, ten thousand dinars or is 
already very wealthy. 


| Yet,’ that is exactly what happens under our present outdated 
i tax system which confines tax to the generation of in come, 
j Instead, most be levied on die circulation of income or of 

revenue, that is on the spending of ear n i n gs. If this is the case, the 
person with the higher revenue will pay higher taxes because tbe 
taxes are paid for buying goods and services. This is fair because 
spending measures the ability to pay, irrespective of the sources 
from which the person finances spending. 

A tax-system based on the circulation of income means 
i resorting to taxes on consumption and slashing income tax: 
' Imagine we have such a system with the marginal tax rate 
) reaching only 5 per cent. A person earning JD 100,000, will pay 
only an income tax of five thousand dinars and is left with the rest 
i Is tins really fair?! Yes, because that person will pay, propora- 
tionately, additional taxes when be/she spends the JD 95,000. As 
i be/sbe buys clothes, cars, air tickets, etc. Bnt what if the person 
chooses not to spend that money?! That will be even better 
because be/she will save it. Savings are the engine of capital 
formation and the most efficient means of imposing economic 
discipline. 

Tax systems based on the circulation of income are fairer. They 
boost production incentives, combat tax evasion, broaden the tax 
base are therefore bound to be the policies of the fixture. 


After decades Israelis and 
Palestinians met as equals 


MADRID — They have met 
before, Israelis and Palestinians. 
But often there was a rifle, a 
roadblock or a detention order 
between them. 

In Spain, they met as equals. 
And the result was surprising. 

They told jokes. They talked 
about their families. They drank 
coffee and ate cake d urine a 
break. 

Both invoked God's will: “The 
Arabs said “insbaOab,’* the 
Israelis “im yirtzeh hashem.” 

It wasn't all sweetness and 
light. The Palestinians demanded 
that Israel stop building settle- 
ments in the occupied West 
Bank. The Israelis demanded 
that the Palestinians cease their 
violent four-year-old uprising. 

They couldn't agree on a rite 
for future talks. But they did 
agree to talks again — soon. 

“It’s gotten off to a better start 
than 1 would have expected.’ 4 
said U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, the architect of tbe 
talks. 

The goal is to allow the 1.7 
million Palestinians under Israeli 
rule to run their own lives — to 
elect leaders with genuine pow- 
ers, freely administer their city 
halls — for an interim period. 
During the third year of that period, 
talks would begin to negotiate the 
permanent fate of the territory. 


By Ruth Sinai 

The Associated Press 

Tbe arrangement, while not 
ideal, suits both rides for the time 
being. 

It reflects the broad changes in 
the regional balance of power, 
tbe decline of the Soviet Union, 
which was the Arabs' main back- 
er, the resulting growth in U.S. 
influence and American willing- 
ness to twist the arm of its. closest 
ally in the region — Israel. 

Although the self-rule proposal 
doesn't promise Palestinians the 
independent land they want, it 
does envisage an end the interfer- 
ence of the Israeli military in their 
daily lives and holds out the hope 
of a permanent solution to their 
43-year problem. 

Israel hopes that agreement 
with the Palestinians will snuff 
out the intifada, or uprising, 
which has been tying up large 
numbers of security forces and 
distracting resources from the 
country’s top priority — the 
absorption of hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews. 

Israel needs U.S.-backed loan 
guarantees to build housing for 
the Soviet immigrants, and the 
negotiations with the Palestinians 
will likely enhance its prospects. 

Relations between Israel and 
Washington have grown in- 
creasingly strained in recent, 
months, and President Bush pro- 
vented congressional considera- 
tion of Israel’s S10 billion loan 
guarantee request until January. 


Whatever their motives, when 
the chiefs of the Israeli and 
Palestinian delegations emerged 
from five hours of talks Sunday, 
they opened a new chapter in 
their relationship. 

Israel is still the occupier. And 
it still has designs on the same 
land where tbe Palestinians want 
to erect their state. 

“We feel all of our history 
seeping through that ground/’ 
said Israel’s chief spokesman at 
the talks, Ben yam in Netanyahu. 
“That land is an in se pa r able part 
of our identity.” 

Responded his Palestinian 
counterpart, Hanan Asbrawi: 
“Bluntly it’s outright theft of our 
land and resources/’ 

Beyond tbe rhetoric, some sig- 
nificant decisions were made. 

Israel agreed to negotiate from 
now on separately with the 
Palestinians and with the Jorda- 
nians — something it refused to 
do for the U.S.-organised Madrid 
peace conference. 

It had insisted that the Palesti- 
nians come to Madrid under the 
umbrella of a Jordanian delega- 
tion so as not provide legitimacy 
.'for an independent Palestinian 
entity. 

Now the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians will be together without 
Jordanian involvement — likely 
in two or three weeks, Mrs. 
Ashrawi said after Sunday’s talks. 


Gaines did not obscure 
historic contact between 
Palestinians, Israelis 

By Marcus Eliason In contrast to the other nego- stone towards independent 

The Associated Press tiators in Madrid, the Israelis and The atmosphere at tbeii 


MADRID — While a game of 
musical chairs was being played 
out Sunday between Israel and 
Syria, a more subdued but 
nonetheless historic scene was 
unfolding at the Parcent Palace in . 
Madrid. 

For the first time. Israelis, 
Palestinians and Jordanians met 
as equals on neutral ground and 
talked. They didn't attack their* 
dispute head-on, but they circled 
around it, prodded it, broke for 
lunch and got back together in 
the afternoon. 

The talks are at their most 
preliminary stage, and the adver- 
saries are a long way from 
agreeing on anything of lasting 
political substance. 

But according to officials on 
both sides, the atmosphere was 
relaxed and positive, breaking 
into occasional humor. There 
were handshakes, and most of the 
six Israelis and 10 Arabs contri- 
buted to the discussion, sitting at 
a long wooden table, sipping cof- 
fee and mineral water and throw- 
ing out ideas on where to go next. 

The talks are the first concrete 
result of the peace conference. 
Unlike last week’s three-day 
opening of speeches and invective 
at the royal palace, these talks 
were shielded from the media and 
therefore much more informal. 


In contrast to the other nego- 
tiators in Madrid, tbe Israelis and 
Palestinians know each other 
well. 

The one has occupied the other 
for more than. 25 years. On the 
Israeli team, wearing civilian 
clothes, was Gen. Danny Roth- 
schild. As Israel’s top occupation 
officer, he routinely meets 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

The Israelis were led by 
Eliakim Rubinstein, an affable 
44-year-old veteran of Arab- 
Israeli negotiations. 

Leading the Palestinians was 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, a courtly, 
71-year-old physician from tiaza. 
He was a founding member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, which Israel calls a terrorist 
group and refuses to deal with. 

At least four other delegates 
have been jailed during the three- 
and-a-half year-old Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied lands. 

Although the Palestinians are 
part of a joint team with Jordan, 
they have most of the trappings of 
an independent delegation and are 
pushing for an independent state. 

The Israelis, who do not recog- 
nise a separate entity called 
Palestine, are offering self-rule. 
Tbe Palestinians say they would 
accept that, but only as a stepping 


stone towards independence. 

The atmosphere at their talks 
was in marked contrast to the 
diplomatic shadow dance going 
on outside. 

Three sets of talks were sup- 
posed to take place -Sunday; 
Israel-Syria, Israei-Lebanon, and 
Israel-Palestine-Jordan. 

In what quickly became a rapid 
game of one-upmanship, the 
Israelis showed up at what they 
claimed were the agreed times 
and places. Syria and its 
Lebanese allies didn't. 

But what mattered was that the 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
showed up on schedule, demon- 
strating they have their own agen- 
da and won’t be held back even if 
they appear to be breaking ranks 
with Syria. 

Tbe talks were dominated by 
questions about locale. The 
Israelis reportedly suggested 
rotating between Aqaba and 
Eilat, Jordanian and Israeli Red 
Sea ports 10 kilometres apart. 
The Palestinians preferred 
Madrid. 

Both sides could claim a vic- 
tory. The Israelis got the direct, 
unmediated negotiations they 
have sought for 43 years. Tbe 
Palestinians got to negotiate with 
the Israelis as equals. 


Middle East talks — the 
view from America 



By Michael Emery 

LOS ANGELES — Judging by 
newspaper headlines, local 
radio and television summar- 
ies, and coffee-table talks, the 
Palestinian and Jordanian de- 
legates in Madrid have out- 
scored all others in the di- 
plomatic art of appearing 
sensible and reasonable — if 
that counts at all in high-press- 
ure international manoeuvr- 
ings. 

In this frantic world of soph- 
isticated public relations ex- 
perts, expectations of U.S. re- 
porters at the scene and read- 
ers/viewers at home is quite 
high. Extremely heavy news 
coverage from Madrid deli- 
vered at national and local 
levels filled the people with 
anticipation of an “historic” 
moment. Biased by 
stereotypes of all participants, 
they nevertheless were eager 
to judge for themselves. 

The consensus here is that if 
you rank diplomats by tbeir 
ability to hint at compromise in 
tins game of image-malting, 
then tbe Palestinians and 
Jordanians have taken the lead 
by saying that a short period of 
limited autonomy for the 
Palestinians would be accept- 
able — that’s what a lot of 
Americans wanted to hear, 
i some spirit of tree negotiation 
! from the Arab side. 

"The . “scorecard." reflecting 
the American penchant for 
“winners and losers/' says tbe 
Palestinians have scored some 
valuable and, in some quar- 
ters, unexpected points by 
shaking off the image of terror- 
ism, while some journalists say 
Syria scored Israel’s points for 
them by its heavy personal 
attack on Prime Minister Sha-- 
mir. The view from here 
obviously is different from 
Amman and East Jerusalem 


where Mr. Shamir's history is 
well-known (The Los Angeles 
Times did print Mr. Shamir's 
Stem Gang involvement in an 
effort to explain the Syrian 
attack, while the New York 
Times was more vague about 
his involvement in Count Ber- 
nadette's killing). 

Of course it will take more 
than one side to compromise 
— and everyone here paying 
any sort of attention knows 
that. The most common ques- 
tion here is: “Do you think 
anything will happen?” Trans- 
lation: “Will the Israelis give 
up anything?” 

Regarding the fierce argu- 
ments over the second venue 
for talks, the media here gave 
Arab and Israeli reasons equal 
play. When printing the texts 
of speeches from the confer- 
ence, major newspapers 
showed balance in their choice 
of headlines. The flap between 
Israel and Syria distracted 
from the compromises and 
gained considerable attention, 
with focus on the possibility 
that the other Arabs should 
stand aside and negotiate on 
their own. 

On another level of the 
propaganda war, in tbe battle of 
harsh words between Israel’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister Ben- 
iamin Netanyahu and various 
Arab spokespersons, including 
Bir Zeit Professor Hanan 
Ashrawi. Mr. Netanyahu is 
holding his ground well. 

That's because the foreign 
press corps, and particularly 
veteran journalists who know 
the facts of the Israeli occupa- 
tion, have to date not pressed 
Mr. Netanyahu. He skillfully 
dodged questions about the 
jailing of Palestinian political 
■prisoners (there are none, he 
said) and made numerous un- 
truthful statements about the 


history of the Israeli-Palesti- 
nian relation hip and the PLO 
without reouttal. Israeli 
attacks in southern Lebanon 
did not gain any measurable 
attention here or at the confer- 
ence. There is no attention 
given to Jordan’s assumption 
of responsibility for 300,000 
Palestinians from Kuwait, 
while there was talk of tbe 
Soviet Jewish refugees. 

Thus only tbe most well- 
informed U.S. reader or view- 
er would have any chance of 
knowing there is another side. 
Seen as a “good looking bully” 
by knowledgeable Americans, 
to the others he comes across 
as an articulate t tough-talking 
but not completely unreason- 
able spokesman — amazing as 
this may seen. 

Zf U.S. newspapers would 
offer even short summaries of 
the deaths, detentions and 
damages that occurred in the 
ocai pied territories during the 
past 24 years — instead of just 
mentioning the “fact” that 
there is an occupation — then 
the average person here would 
be pulling harder for Israeli 
compromise. 

Nevertheless, in the “first 
stage” the Palestinians have 
made media and political his- 
tory. Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi 
and Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber 
have proven themselves to be 
credible and unshakable 
spokesmen in the theatre of 
high tension, while-Faisal Hus- 
seini, Hanan Ashrawi,, Abdtd 
Salam Al Majali and the 25 
other official and unofficial 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
have effectively gained the 
attention of hundreds of jour- 
nalists who knew nothing ab- 
out them prior to Madrid. 

In addition to the Cable 
News Network (CNN) cover- 
age, of which readers in the 


Middle East are aware, the 
other three U.S. networks 
have devoted considerable re- 
sources to the story. ABCs 
Peter Jennings has offered par- 
ticularly sensitive coverage of 
the Palestinians' rise to the 
world stage. One of the major 
cable networks carried a series 
of uncommon segments on 
Palestinians in Hebron hound- 
ed by Jewish neighbours, the 
history at Zionism and Jewish 
and Palestinian views of their 
history. 

Slowly but sorely the process 
of discovery begun during the 
Gulf war is allowing ideas from 
the Arab World to reach the 
mass U.S. audience. Yes, 
these ideas are counteracted 
against by tbe traditional flow 
of U.S. influenced news, and 
many stories favourable to 
Israel, but the dam has been 
broken. 

The next step will be to see if 
the news coverage deepens 
during tbe bilateral talks, and 
if tbe Arab spokespersons can ! 
continue to impress their new , 
acquaintances in the press 
coips. The U.S. audience is 
eager of some good news from 
tbe Middle East and has not 
been affected by the heavy 
cynicism that pervades tbe re- 
gion of conflict. 

Thus if one side breaks off 
these talks, the U.S. audience 
will blame them for the dis- 
appointment, no matter what 
excuse is offered. Americans, 
with their usual idealism, think 
the solution is reasonably easy 
— each side give us a bit, 
recognise each other, and start 
trading with each other! That’s 
one of the several audiences 
the Arabs and Israelis are play- 
ing to and it is the one George 
Bush is aware of as tbe 1992 
campaign bells ring m the dis- 
tance.. 


LETTERS 

We were there all right! 

To tbe Editor: 

We are in the age of the rights of man and in a democra tic country 
where people are free to read, listen and watch anything they like. 

When the whole world coaid only transmit tbe opening session 
of the Madrid peace conference, as a multilateral transmission, 
JTV managed to transmit live the activities of the three days of 
the conference in addition to individual reports and press 
conference, whereas its budget did not permit the exorb i t an t costs 
of extensive hours of satellite services. 

Furthermore, JTV was only allocated two-20 nurture segments 
of multilateral transmission a day due to the overload booking of 
hundred of TV stations and around-the-clock exclusive satellite 
hiring by some of them. 

_ The very limited number of reporters, cameramen and techni- 
cians from JRTV (two TV reporters, one radio re p o rte r, three 
cameramen & one sound man) permitted to go to Madrid 
succeeded with great difficulty to only cover the Jordanian/ 
Pales tinian delegation to tbe conference, not to speak of the 
security restrictions imposed by the host country on their 
movements. However, Other TV networks several teams in 
various locations in Madrid. 

Chi Friday, JTV followed live every move of the conference 
imtil it closed down and no satellite channels were available to 
JTV for the press conferences while here in Jordan a prestigious 
pan-Arab horse show competition was also dosing down in 
Aqaba. 

In this ins t an ce, we would like to remind the writer of die letter 
dial appeared in the Nov. 4 issue of die Jordan Times that JTV is 
not exclusively a news network, as some others may be; in 
addition to the news, it has its own varied range of programmes. 

As to tbe unscheduled press conference of His Majesty the 
Ki ng, i t was literally impossible to transmit ft live doe- to the 
uncertainty of tec hni cal connection which delayed tbe transaxb* 
sion for a long period of time. This was due to tbe heavy t p rffi c on 
all available satellites 

On the veiy rare occasions where JTV shifted its news bnBetito 
tackward or a bead, die aim was only to avoid being blamed by 
VT f.^ e rs .® or carrying five an international event of 
competitive importance. 

In die coverage erf news, financial restrictions prevent Jordan 
TeJe vmop from placing reporters and crews in various parts ofthe 
world, consequently, it has, as many other TV stations in the 
world, to depend on agencies for worldwide coverage. ■ 

In conclusion, we wish to thank the writer that proved to be an 
assiduous viewer of Jordan Television despite other choices 
available. 

Public Rdatioas Department* 

Jordan Radio & Television Ctnp. 


Tbc Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions, torn its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. letters intended for 
p ubhca ooa, however, should contain the writer’s fall name 'and 
preferably address as writ. Names can be withheld dhfy vpoo 
request and under special dronastanccs. Letters are subject h) 


ifcesaV 
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Madrid conference gave new 
platform for Palestinian case 


. -J. By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

^MADRID — The Palestinians of 
die. occupied territories came to 
- the Madrid peace conference like 
actors to -an autfiton: They left 
: with star roles and a new era in 
. the propaganda battle with Israel 
fwas born. 

... Calm professionals in suits and 
ties, they gave the world an 
altern ative image at the Palesti- 
nians, stereotyped for years as the 
guerrilla in. uniform — armed, 
unshaven and inarticulate. 

-* ■“’Ihe Palestinians were actors 
1 - without a stage. Now they have a 
stage and they know bow to use 
it,’" said one Arab delegate to the 
unprecedented peace talks be- 
tween Israel and its neighbours. 

In a conference where appear- 
ances were paramount and subst- 
ance a sideshow, Israelis rein- 
forced their reputation as the 
victims of the past. 

'The new Palestinians, emerg- 
ing from 24 . years of Israeli 
occupation, where curfews, 
police raids, travel restrictions 
and detention without trial are 


the daily reality, largely suc- 
ceeded in portraying themselves 
as the victims of the present. 

The leading lady was un- 
doubtedly Spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi , 45, English lecturer at 
Bir Zeit University, who impress- 
ed the andience with her 
reasoned presentation of the 
Palestinian case and refusal to 
rise to provocation. 

With a convincing smile and a 
talent for finding the right word 
in fluent English, she was more 
than a match for Israel’s chief 
propagandist. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“For a long time we have been 
denied a hearing. We thank you 
for relaying our narrative to the 
rest of the world and allowing us 
to speak out for ourselves for the 
first time in our history," she told 
the press in her final briefing. 

“I was fed up with the distor- 
tion and manipulation by Israel of 
tile image of the Palestinians so I 
thought we would just speak from 
our heart and let our case speak 
for itself," she told Reuters on 
Monday. 

She was not alone, however. 


The head of the Palestinian 
negotiating team, Gaza Doctor 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, 72, was 
widely praised for the pacific tone 
of his speeches to the televised 
first stage of the conference. 
They were in sharp contrast with 
some of the others. 

Even Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir paid him a back- 
handed compliment, saying he 
made “a valiant attempt" to put 
the Palestinian case. 

Mamdouh Aker, an activist 
from the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, and Albert Agbaza- 
rian, a spokesman from Bir Zeit 
— both unknown to the world 
before Madrid — also gave the 
Palestinians a new voice in the 
media. 

Mr. Aker, in a televised con- 
frontation with Zalman Shovai, 
Israeli ambassador to the United 
States, cornered him with a de- 
mand that Israeli and Palestinian 
claims to .nationhood receive 
equal treatment. Mr. Shovai did 
not answer. 

"Do I look' to you now like a 
hostile terrorist?" He asked Mr. 
Sboval, who used the expression 


of him when Mr. Aker was held 
for 40 days earlier this year. 
“No,” Mr. Shovai conceded. 

Israel, which never really 
wanted a Palestinian delegation 
in Madrid anyway and which im- 
posed conditions on who could be 
in it, tried to keep them out of the 
limelight. 

Israeli officials often spoke 
only of Jordan, the other half of a 
joint Palestinian- Jordanian de- 
legation. or, if necessaiy, of the 
representatives of the Palesti- 
nian Arabs, an Israeli expression 
designed to deny them a separate 
national identity. 

Bui the Palestinians just would 
not disappear. 

They won the right to equal 
speaking time in the three-day 
first phase of the conference and 
then they gave their own brief- 
ings, independently of the Jorda- 
nians. 

On Sunday, when they and the 
Jordanians held their first direct 
talks with the Israelis, the Jewish 
state agreed in principle future 
talks would divide into two para- 
llel sets — one on Palestinian 
issues and one on its problems 


with Jordan. 

In the public relations game the 
losers were the Palestine Libera-, 
tion Organisation (PLO), which 
watched from a distance with no 
apparent influence over the 
course of events. 

Israel insisted that no Palesti- 
nians with known PLO affilia- 
tions should be in the Madrid 
delegation. 

Arab delegates said Israel had 
unwittingly helped the Palesti- 
nians by excluding the PLO, 
which is notoriously incompetent 
at handling the media. 

“The Israelis did us a favour. - 
Imagine if Yasser Arafat or Bas- 
sam Abu Sharif (Arafat’s media 
advisor) had been here,” one 
Filestinian delegate said. 

Dr. Ashrawi and her team are 
known to be in regular contact 
with the Tunis-based PLO, strict- 
ly in violation of Israeli law. 

But a groundsweli of pro-peace 
sympathies in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip may develop into a 
local constituency for the nego- 
tiators, weakening their links 
with the PLO as parent. 


Palestinians seize moral high ground, boost image 


By Mona Ziade 

The Associated Press 

MADRID — Palestinian nego- 
tiators presented a realistic and 
moderate case at the Middle East 
peace conference that gave their 
beleaguered people more status 
than ever before on the interna- 
tional diplomatic stage. 

The composition of the Palesti- 
nian delegation — and its con- 
ciliatory statements at the confer- 
ence — contributed to what many 
participants described as a public 
relations coup. 

The team included U.S.-edu- 
cated university lecturers, politic- 
al scientists, businessmen and for- 
mer prisoners — in sharp contrast 
with the Palestinians’ terrorist im- 


age of the 1970s. 

In Western dress, they sat 
opposite the Israelis, although 
part of a Jordanian -PaJestini an 
delegation at Israel’s insistence. 

Just before the conference 
opened Wednesday, members of 
the Palestinian delegation were 
granted a meeting with President 
George Bush. 

Tahseen Beshir, former Egyp- 
tian government spokesman and 
political analyst, said the Palesti- 
nians “have managed to give a 
human face to the Arab position, 
refuting the Israeli extremism of 
Mr. Shamir without being caught 
in the trap (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir pnt them to eng- 
age them with the past instead of 
facing the future. They were very 


successful." 

A speech by Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi, a physician from the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip, dropped de- 
mands for immediate statehood 
and said Palestinians would agree 
to a transitional period of self- 
rule. 

He urged Israelis to agree to 
live side-by-side with a Palestinian 
state they hope to establish in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Although a Palestinian state 
remains a dream, the delegates 
apparently managed to establish 
their plight as the core at the 
Middle East conflict. 

“We told our story. No people 
in this century were as misin- 
formed about and discriminated 


against as the Palestinians," said 
Saeb Erekat, a Palestinian dele- 
gate. 

“After all these years of trying 
to undermine us, trying to discre- 
dit us, trying to make us look the 
unwanted of the earth, we were 
able to face Mr. Shamir face-to- 
face and tell him, ’You have 
failed,"’ said Dr. Erekat. 

But Israel also allowed the 
Palestinians some latitude in an 
effort to keep the conference 
from collapsing. 

The U.S. and Soviet co-spon- 
sors earlier in the week allotted 
full speaking time — 45 minutes 
— for Abdul Shafi to make his 
pitch at the conference, despite 
Israeli appeals that he should 


share the time with Jordanian’s 
chief delegate. 

Also, the Palestinian delegates’ 
increasingly public relationship 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisatiopn did not prompt an 
Israeli walkout. The Jewish state 
had rejected any role in the talks 
for tiie PLO. which it considers a 
terrorist group. 

The Spanish hosts also granted 
the Palestinians equal time for 
news briefings at the press centre, 
where more than 5,000 journal- 
ists gathered. Their representa- 
tives — Faisal Husseini and 
Hanan Ashrawi — were excluded 
from the delegation because 
Israel protested their links to the 


CNN, BBC gear up for battle over Asia viewers 


- By Jeimfc Kaniyfca .. . 

Renter ’’ 

’SINGAPORE — America’s 
Cable News Network (CNN) and 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) are warming op 
for a battle for television viewers 
in Asia, home to over half the 
world’s population. 

Turner broadcasting systems’ 
CNN, winch has beamed around- 
the-clock international news and 
business reports into Aria since 
1982, now faces a challenge from 
BBC World Service Television, 
which started in Aria this month. 

“ Competition is not something 
we haven't seen before nor is it 
something we’re particularly 
frightened of," Peter Vesey, 
director of CNN International, 
told reporters. 

“We think tiie region is poised 
for a major new era in satellite 
broadcasting, subscription televi- 
sion and the like. We want very 
much to be a part of that," he 


The BBC plans to reach 
around 8.5 million viewers in 
Asia m the next five years. 

“There are around 170 million 
people in Asia with fluent En- 


glish. My target is to reach five 
per cent of that audience in three 
to five years," said Christopher 
Irwin, chief executive of BBC 
World Service Televirion. 

Mr. Irwin, in Singapore to de- 
liver a lecture, said the BBC 
would give viewers an alternative 
to CNN broadcasts. 

“We were not prepared to 
leave global television news to 
CNN alone," he said. 

"There is an alternative to 
CNN and onr approach is diffe- 
rent, Mr. Irwin said. “The BBC is 
renowned for tiie depth of its 
journalism and far its commit- 
ment to impartiality, hs respect 
for the intelligence of its audi- 
ence.” 

Mr. Vesey, who has been hold- 
ing talks with regional broadcas- 
ters in Aria, said CNN was ready 
to meet tiie BBC challenge. 

The American network has 
said it will boost regional cover- 
age with new offices opening in New 
Delhi tins year and in Bangkok 
next year and addfeg three more 
world news hatf-bours during 
prime time in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

“We want to provide more 
background, features and other 


looks at various countries and 
various regions,” said Mr. Vesey.. 
“We want to have the right peo- 
ple in the right place so we can 
move quickly when a regional 
story breaks.” 

Mr. Vesey said CNN had not 
set a specific andience target for 
Asia. 


‘ Sooner or later, the time 
will come when miniatur- 
isation will make it im- 
possible for govern- 
ments to lock out satel- 
lite broadcasts' 


CNN’s largest concentration of 
viewers in Aria is now in Japan, 
where around 150,000 house- 
holds have cable television. 

“But in this region I would 
guess the dear majority of oar 
andience consists of people who 
own (satellite) (fishes who pirate 


onr service off Intelsat,” Mr. 
Vesey said. . . 

CNN last month reached 
agreement with Indonesia's 
Pernmtel to transmit on its Pala- 
pa satellite, which provides 
coverage of Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand, the Philip- 
pines and Hong Kong. 

“When we go on tiie Palapa 
satellite it win be scrambled. It 
win be a subscription service in 
those countries where such ser- 
vices are perm it te d,” said Mr. 
Vesey. 

BBC World Service Television 
is bong beamed across Asia by 
the Atiasat satellite operated by 
Hutchvirion of Hong Kong. 

BBC and CNN both expect 
some initial problems getting a 
foothold in some Asian countries 
which ban or restrict the use of 
satellite receivers. 

BBC’s Mr. Irwin says World 
Service Television will concen- 
trate on negotiating to be re- 
broadcast on terrestrial channels 
but technological advances will 
make it impossible for countries 
to control the ose of (fishes for 
rzmd} longer. 

“Sooner or later, the time will 
come when unnialnrisation will 


make it impossible for govern- 
ments to lode out satellite broad- 
casts,” he said. 

CNN’s Mr. Vesey said scramb- 
ling of signals was one way to 
broadcast while alto wing govern- 
ments to keep ultimate control. 

"There is no country that we 
have written off saying, “well 
well never get in there’,” Mr. 
Vesey said. 

“And we want to do it right by 
working with authorities and re- 
specting the cultural and political 
concerns that might keep us out 
of the region. 

“Scrambfing is very modi part of 
that. Governments will have the 
right to grant people permission 
to have (fishes to receive ns,” Mr. 
Vesey said. 

Both CNN and the BBC will be 
funded by a combination of 
advertising sales and subscription 
fees and both services say pro fit s 
will be ploughed back into prog- 
ramme development. 

Mr. Vesey said he expects 
CNN International to post its first 
profit tins year. Mr. Irwin said 
BBC Worid Service Televirion is 
not expected to show a profit in 
the first two years, following its 
start-op in Europe in March 1991. 


Change for the 

Arab World — a 
time perspective 


By Imad F. Abdallah 

IT took the Soviet people 70 
years to rise up and change their 
government. It took the intifada 
24 years, and it took the Amer- 
ican public 58,000 dead and hun- 
dreds of thousands of wounded to 
rise up against the U.S. involve- 
ment, in Vietnam. 

Change happens when enough 
people are willing to do what has 
to be done to effect change, and 
for that to happen, the impact or 
damage must be "catastrophic” 
and affecting very large numbers. 
For instance it has proven coun- 
ter productive to believe that five 
or 10 hostages are going to create 
the necessary impact on enough 
people or media to bring about a 
change in attitude or policy in the 
U.S. Rather, such a small num- 
ber of hostages becomes a benefi- 
cial tool to a U.S. administration 
and can be used at any moment to 
drum up sympathy or explain 
policy directions; as such there is 
uo “burry” to get them released 
or make meaningful comprom- 
ises. The few hostages in Leba- 
non have had literally no effect 
on the Bush or the Reagan admi- 
nistration while the 400 phis 
embassy hostages : in Tehran cost 
President Carter his re-election in 
1980. 

For most of tbe Arab World, 
conditions are not crucial or bad 
enough in most instances to bring 
about change, although at times 
political events cause untimely 
and unexpected migrations by 
large numbers, causing substan- 
tial system dislocation and speed- 
ing the timetable of change. Most 
of tbe non-citizen Arabs who 
worked in Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf were due to return to Jordan 
sometime in the future, but now 
they were forced to return much 
sooner. 

The influx, together with large 
numbers of Iraqi nationals, will 
be very beneficial to Jordan in 
.terms of human assets: manpow- 
er, know how and financial pow- 
er. Beyond the initial squeeze on 
services and facilities, many bring 
with them capital, enterprising 
spirit and manufacturing experi- 
ence that will be used to build an 
industrial infrastructure and cre- 
ate much needed employment. 
Tbe long-term benefits to Jordan 
are immense and w31 catapulte 
the country years ahead of the 
normal schedule for a country its 
size. 

Change in the Arab World has 
been very slow in coming. Lead- 
erships have been reluctant to 
impose tbe hardships of tax col- 
lection to raise the necessaiy 
capita] and build the much 
needed economic infrastructure 
and a viable defence establish- 
ment which allows dealings from 
a position of strength. In addi- 
tion, there were always con- 
tinuous efforts by outsiders to 
prevent industrialisation, and 
weaken the ability to compete or 
become self-sufficient, sometimes 
covertly and many times openly, 
as happened to Iraq. 

The enormous task of change 
of advancement can be intimidat- 
ing, especially in the presence of 
Israel and its worldwide network 


of Jewish supporters. It would be 
logical to assume that Israel's 
presence in the Middle East has 
never been a strategic military 
asset to the West vis-a-vis the 
Arab World or tiie Soviet Union. 
Israel is too small to undertake 
toe kind of military operations 
against a heavily militarised coun- 
try such as Iraq, and Israel would 
have been the recipient of tbe 
first nuclear head from the Soviet 
Union in case of an East-West 
conflict. Israel leaders gambled 
their country’s existence by proc- 
laiming their military and 
strategic asset to tbe West. 

Israel has been a destabilising 
dement in the area and a forcible 
.drain on itself and the Arab 
countries, with everyone buying 
arms, with Third World budgets 
leaving very tittle for “building a 
country.” Israel was supported by 
industrialised countries which 
cannot afford more industrial 
giants to compete with when they 
could not block tbe Far Eastern 
Asian countries. To date the 
Arabs remain the only possible 
new industrial competitors due to 
their wealth and natural re- 
sonrees. culture and strategic 
placement. The current industrial 
powers are aware of this poten- 
tial. 

The astounding reality is that 
tbe Arabs command just as much 
as Israel and its worldwide Jewish 
support, if not more, in terms of 
education, capital, and a worl- 
dwide network of Arab emigres 
who retain a similiar commitment 
to their fatherlands as Jews 
everywhere seem to have for 
Israel. The recent impact of very 
well placed 3 million Arabs in the 
U.S. cannot be discounted, and 
their economic and political pow- 
er is gaining substantial clout. 
American Arabs were even re- 
fused “minority status” after sur- 
veys indicated they ranked 6th in 
the U.S. in terms of wealth and 
achievement. 

Arabs are also very prominent 
in Latin and South America, 


Africa, and in many other coun- 
tries. Many millions are scattered 
worldwide and can be mobilised 
ethically, morally, and financially 
to support their heritage and 
countries of origin. These are 
Arabs with a “diffe rent national- 
ity.’’ They cannot be denied en- 
try, hassled or intimidated, and 
they have full legal representa- 
tion available to counteract any 
such action, whether in various 
Arab countries, Israel or their 
adopted countries. 

Arabs should anticipate Israel's 
future role to keep the area 
heavily armed, destabilised, and 
dependent on heavy imports 
which maintains capital flow to 
exporting countries. Arabs 
should begin to rely on them- 
selves and assume the commit- 
ment and sacrifice necessary to 
build their countries. 

Israelis accepted such 
hardships to build and defend 
Israel and became one of the 
most heavily taxed people in the 
worid; so did most of the indust- 
rial West, and so did the Iraqis 
when they embarked on indus- 
trialising Iraq. 

There are few shortcuts if any, 
and the reliance on foreign aid m 
whatever form can evaporate 
with the first blow. Arab inde- 
pendent think tanks drawing on 
this worldwide network can lay 
tiie ground for long-term plan- 
ning and direction and advise on 
anticipated changes regardless of 
the political establishments. 

The rise must come from with- 
in, with vision, leadership, and 
commitment of everyone. Econo- 
mic change can be directed, with 
government assuming authority 
and a major role in controlling 
such direction. 


The author is an architect based 
in Houston, Texas, U.S. Hp contri- 
buted tbe above article to the 
Jordan Times. 



AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

Invites applications for the following positions starting 
mid-January 1992: 

a) Junior School Counseflon 

Applicants must have a BA / BSc or equivalent degree 
in Guidance and Counselling and/or Educational 
Psychology. Proficiency in both Arabic and English is a 
requirement. 

Applicants must also have five years experience in the 
field and/or related fields. Test and measurement 
skills are an asset. 

b) R teacher Cor Senior School: 

Applicants must have a BA / BSc degree, and experi- 
ence in teaching and team training of no less than 3 
years. 

Proficiency in both Arabic and English is a require- 
ment. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
school’s reception desk, phone 845572, 847191 
and should be returned by Nov. 12, 1991. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE. 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELI VERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tsl, 938968 


Many villas and 
are available for rent an 
sale - furnished or unfur 
nlshed._ 

* Also many tots of land a r 
available for sale. 

For further details, plpase 
- . call 

bdonn Real 
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Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROVAL WEST AMMAN 



r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireet, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Esiate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
, specialities 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% bryar 


13 x IS CMS 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grin (flays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Stifled Chinese O efs 


Open 11 JO-3 JO & 6.-00-1130 duly 




Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



fact Tailed 
Always Med 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 . 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


I»A1M»TEL 

d-n2«HH= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

- Air, Sea and Land 


Aoonts a* over the wold 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O.Box 926487 Amma 
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DAILY BUSINESSMANS LUNCH 


I j6h -d|t6.A ->ia 
The Philadelphia 


M 


For Res. CaU 663100 Ext. 113. 


Soup of the Day 
Salad Bar 

Grilled Filet Mignon 
with potatoes and vegetables 
Dessert , Coffee Or Tea 

Prior; J-D&MQ 
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jkasparov beats Karpov to Hani A1 Ali 
Ivin Tilburg tournament i 


wins championship 


ULBURG, Netherlands (AF) — 
-World Champion Garry Kaspar- 
won the strongest tournament 
W Chess history with a resound- 
Agg victory over fellow Soviet 
||5ndniastcr Anatoly Karpov. 

■ The battle between the “two 
afeper Ks,” whose rivalry has 
Okmnated the chess arena for the 
jfgR decade, culminated the 15th 
iMunnnl Interpolis Chess Touraa- 
where eight of die world’s 
Up players had come together 
-Vfiii an onrivaled combined £LO- 
Otugtli of 2,666 points. 

-Already certain of an overall 
fpiiiiuini m victory, Kasparov 
Whit aU out with white while his 
fUfc enemy, who had produced 
;«Wy four wins in the grueling 
;<jriilii lilinii. seemed worn out. 
•IvAfter launching a theoretical 
UhiiHj ten moves into their Scot- 
m game, Kasparov quickly 
‘biiiied the upper hand and 
'Steady four moves later Karpov 
tfllkld think of nothing better than 
' fjl sacrifice a piece. 

.Jn retu r n be obtained some 
^Mmterplay, but it was not 
dfemgh. Kasparov easily warded 
<4» the few traps his opponent 
tel laid, and at the 22nd move 
_ fee was no longer any doubt 
-bout the outcome. Karpov 
~4i|ght have resigned then and 


there, but he stubbornly sol- 
diered on only to concede defeat 
at the 44th. 

With the overall score between 
the two Ks now 81 Vi to 77 Vi in 
Kasparov's favour, it would seem 
the world champion had nothing 
to complain about. 

But Kasparov complained of 
being “unhappy” about the way 
be had played in TQburg. 

M I have too many other things 
than chess on my mind, lately,” 
he told reporters. 

“I mean personal firings, but 
also politics, and what has hap- 
pened in my country recently. All 
that doesn’t make prepar in g for a 
tournament any easier, yon 
know." 

Despite the complaints, the 
world champion was all smiles 
when he raised a glass of cham- 
pagne during the [size ceremony 
and received the $12,500 winner’s 
share of the $55,000 total prize 
fund. 

The $8,750 second prize went 
to Britain’s Nigel Short, who 
downed 17-year-old U.S. cham- 
pion Gata Kamsky in 63 moves 
from a queen's with black in the 
final round. 

Viswanathan Anand, the 21- 
year-old Indian who astoundingly 
upset Kasparov earlier in toe 


tournament, settled for a draw 
after only twelve moves with 
white from a French game against 
Soviet grandmaster Evgeny 
Bareev. 

Anand said afterward he “was 
not taking any risks any longer - 
not with the way I performed the 
last few rounds. After I beat 
Kasparov I was up there for a 
while and it was fine, but what 
happened over the weekend 
made me come down to Earth 


Swiss veteran Viktor Korchnoi 

scored his only win of foe tourna- 
ment in a Nimzo-lndian with 
w h i te against Holland's Jan Tim- 
man. The Dutchman had the 
better play for most of the en- 
counter, but overrached himself 
in an effor t to win and bad to 
resign in a lost ending at. his 54th. 


Final scores in tournament: 

L. Kasparov (Soviet Union) 

10 points 

2. Short (Britain) 8 Vi 

3. Anand (India) 8 

4. Karpov (Soviet Union) 7 Vi 

5. Kamsky (United Slates) 7 
f. Tnranaa (Netherlands) 6Vi 

7. Korchnoi (Switzerland) 5% 

8. Bareev (Soviet Union) 3 


financial calamity or golden 
payday awaits top soccer clubs 


t&NDON (R) — Financial 
0b om or a multi- rnilli oii-dollar 
byday awaits the likes of 
jlirseiHc and Arsenal after their 
■jtropean Cup soccer ties 
jpednesday night. 

*The French champions, so ex- 
tfEBsively assembled by mil- 
■Miaire boss Bernard Tapie, 
*d a draw against Sparta Pra- 
M|at in their second round second- 
ed tie in Chechoslovakia to un- 
Hk a chest of gold after winning 
IW first leg 3-2. 

* ’’The unthinkable — defeat — 
•Wild deprive last season’s losing 
Mlkhsts of a place in the last 
A(fat, with matches at that stage 
|feed for die first time in a 
Wfcrative mini-league format. 
•^All of the dubs who win 
fpp Bgh Wednesday voill be 
IpiSfantieed ax more games in the 
■BipUiLion with cash pouring in 
llibugh fiie turnstiles and from 

Arsenal, back in Europe’s top 
efejt> competition after a 20 year 
rfMence, have high hopes ofprog- 
9tto after holding Benfica to a 1-1 
Ate in Portugal in the first leg 
|MI month. 

‘-While Highbury cannot match 
(Ntafica’s ■ majestic 110,000- 
fGHer stadium in Lisbon, a win 
tUMdd give a major boost to the 
Mttfa London dub’s ambitious 
Mtarovement plans. 

Arsenal will be without Kevin 
Cfcpbefl, scorer of the goal in 
Vtiflkm, due to a knee injury and 
Atttt Merson is expected to take 
Ul.place alongside England strik- 
d# Alan Smith. 

>ihitch champions PSV Ein- 
dgbven, knocked out of the Cup i 
•■hners’ Cup in file first round 
bt|sea9cm and now carrying a 0-0 
jftRefine to Anderiecht of Bel- 


gium in the European Cup, know 
exactly how much will be at stake 
in Brussels. 

PSV general manager Kees 
Ptoegsma has calculated that if 
they reached the round-robin 
stage, the dub would be some 
five milli on gadders ($2.7 md- 
lioin) better off. 

Anderiecht, on the other hand, 
may have little to gain. 

UEFA's president has reported 
last week to be considering a 
possible ban on all European 
matches in Belgium after a court 
mKng into the Heysel Stadium 
disaster of 1985 confirmed a sus- 
pended jail term on a former 
UEFA general secretary. 

Anderiecht manager Michel 
Versdmeren told Belgian news- 
papers he felt UEFA would be 
etching, the dub, “like a hawk” 
for any incidents at the match 
between the old rivals. 

“We can’t leave anything to 
coincidence,” he said. 

Hie dub has installed safety 
nets behind the goals to prevent 
fans from throwing objects, and 
installed spikes on the fences to 
prevent an invasion of. the pitch. 

Some 350 police, many on 
horseback and backed up by 
three water cannons, will patrol 
the Anderiecht ground. Plainc- 
lothes officers will mingle with 
the capacity crowd. 

Former Dutcti International 
John Bosnian, who joined 
Anderiecht from PSV last season, 
is likely to start the match instead 
of Ghanaian teenage striker Nh, 
Lamptey. 

Italian champions Sampdoria, 
beaten 2-1 m Budapest by Homed, 
need to win the home leg to 
redeem a poor league season. 

They have lost four out of their 


Sparta aims to exact 
fteyenge of Marseille 


MtAGUE (R) — Sparta Prague 
dftto exact Czechoslovakia’s re- 
vtMfc on France, and in particular 
«• Jean-Pi erre Papin, when they 
tft to pnD back a 3-2 deficit 

f st Marseille in the European 
Wednesday. 

pin’s two goals for the 
■tttmal team in Bratislava two 
■filths ago, the winner coming 
afitt&angly in the last minute, 
■Ad Czechoslovakia's Euro- . 


pean Championship hopes. 

Sparta's chances of settling 
their country’s scores with Papin 
looked remote when they trailed 
3-0 in Marseille during the first 
leg of their second round tie 

But two valuable second-half 
penalties revived the Prague 
team’s hopes of upsetting the 
French Champions and reaching 
the European Cup’s new league 
format quarterfinals. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfkSHARtF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


— Neither vulnerable, as South 
nm bold 

WS52 <7952 0AQ83 *76 

- Sfettnar opens the bidding with one 
dhrmniui What do you respond? 


South, vulnerable, you 


m** <?Q95 0K942 *Q72 
fife bidding has proceeded: 

Berth East South West 

f.* 1 * ? 

Rut action do you take? 

— Neither vulnerable, as South 
hold: 

6 vA876 v A3 *AK94 

fee bidding has proceeded: 
terth East South West 

1 9 Pass 2 4> Pass 

[9 Pass ? 

M do you bid now? 


hold: 

4AKQJ62 9A 0Q662 *63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Pass Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q-5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q3 7763 ■' AKJ10652 *7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
3 v Pass 3 * Pass 

y 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦A8762 9Q 0874 +AQJ0 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West ‘ North East 

1 * Pass 2 9 Pass 

v 


As South, vulnerable, you What do you bid now? 


last nine games and lost 2-1 to 
Napoli Sunday, forcing Yugoslav 
coach Vujadin Boskov to tell his 
men to quit complaining and play 
instead. 

Central defender Moreno 
Mammri returns for file game 
while play will again revolve 
around 36-year-old Brazilian 
midfielder Cprczo and strikers 
Gianluca Vialli and Roberto 
Mandni. 

Barcelona go into their Euro- 
pean Cup tie at Germany’s 
Kaiserslautern worried that the 
pocked domestic league program- 
me will have taken its toll on the 
Spanish players. 

Despite a 2-0 first leg lead, 
coach Johan Cruyff is concerned 
that sheer fatigue and a growing 
injury list will make things, extra 
bard in the Fritz Walter StadSuat- 

Kaiserslautern, third in the 
Bondeshga and back on top form, 
could be missing libero Wolfgang 
Funkel. 

Atietico Madrid, with a 34) 
first leg home lead over Cup 
Winners’ Cup holders Manches- 
ter United, are more worried 
about the F.ngKsh match ball than 
about any upset. 

Despite assurances that a regu- 
lar baD w31 be used, coach Luis 
Aragones fears it could surprise 
fas men. 

“I am preparing the players for 
whatever may happen,” he told 
reporters. Goalkeeper Abel Re- 
sino had his own premonitions: 
“Old Traffbrd will be an infer- 
no,” he said. 



Andy Capp 


By Aleen Bamutyaa 
Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Ham A1 AH proved 
he is still toe undisputed No. 1 
tennis player in Jordan when he 
beat Imad Abu Hamda to win the 
Jordan Tennis Championship ti- 
*tie Tuesday. 

After winning the first set 6-3, 
Ali was leading 1-0 (40-15) when 
the match was in t er r u p t ed by rain 
Sunday. 

Abu Hamda could not put up 
any resistance as the match con- 
tinued Tuesday and lost the 
second set 6-1 to settle for the 
No. 2 spot, 

In the match winch decided 
third and fourth places, Ihab She- 
hadeh, who failed to reach the 
quarterfinals in the previous 
round last month, upset fourth 
seed Laith A1 Azzouni 6-3, 341, 


6-3 to finish third. 

Fourty-seven players took part 
in the final round of the cham- 
pionship which began last Mon- 
day at Al Hussein Youth City and 
was organised by toe J ordan Ten- 
nis Federation (JTF) 

“It has been quite a successful 
championship,” said Jordanian 
national team head coach Yousef 
A1 Oreibi. 

Although there were only a few 
surprises throughout the competi- 
tion (such as .Ihab Shehadeh 
eliminating the third and fourth 
seeds Samir Rifa’i and Laith A1 
Azzouni) the final between Ali 
and Abu Hamda came as no 
surprise to anyone. . 

“I fiunk; the real competition 
was only between 10 out of the 47 
participating players,” coach 
Oreibi told the Jordan ’ Times, 
“Hand A1 Ali, Imad Abu fcamda 


and Laith A1 Azzouni proved to 
be the more consistent players,” 
Oreibi added. 

The matches determining die 
ranks of players from fifth to 
eighth were played Saturday. 
Naser Kamal beat Khaled AI 
Nazer 6-4, 6-3 and Rami Farraj 
beat Iyad Abu Hamda by default. 
Farraj later defeated Naser Kam- 
al 4-6, 64, 60 to win fifth {dace 
while Naser Kamal came in sixth, 
followed by Khaled Al Nazer in 
seventh {dace and Iyad Abu 
Hamda finished eighth. 

_ After three rounds of competi- 
tion Ali leads the overall stand- 
ings of the players in the Jordan 
Tennis Championship with 750 
points. I mad Abu Hamda is 
second with 450 points while 
Laith Al Azzouni is third with 180 
points. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1991 . 

By Thomas S. Pterson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftighter Foundation 


Sabatini confident of becoming No. 1 


NEW YORK (R) — Gabriela FT 
Sabatini moved into the world 
number three ranking spot six 
months ago and feels time is her 
ally in' continuing the climb to 
number one. 

Tm not in a harry, I know TO 
get there,” the 21-year-okl Saba- 
tini said in a tele-conference 
Monday from her Buenos Aires 
home. “I think I*m still teaming 
and improving.” 

At me moment, the 21-year- 
old Argentine is most concerned 
about fiie improvement of her 
injured back, which she hurt four 
weeks ago in Zurich. 

Sabatini, who had to pull out of 
a tournament in FBdmstadt, Ger- 
many, is eager to return at next 
week's Virginia Slims of Phi- 
ladelphia ahead of the season- 
ending $3 nrilK rm Vr rgmn S I fans 
Championships in New York. 

“Right now I feel very, very y 
good,” said Sabatini, who re- rTv 
sumed playing late last week. ' •/*, 

Though she failed to win a 
Grand Slam title tins year, the W 
1990 U.S. Open champion Saba- ” 
tmi feels this season has set the G 
stage for her overtaking world y 
•number one Monica Seles of ^ 
Yugoslavia and number two Stef- m 
fi Graf of Germany. ^ 

*T proved this year I can be ^ 
number one because I’ve already 
beaten everybody,” said Sabati- 
ni, who notched victories over Vi 
every member of toe world's top an 
five this year. ba 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The New 
Moon in Scorpio is wefl aspccted giving 
iron a daiaoc to wind up arran gements 
with others so jam each know exactly 
where you stand and when to Initiate 
your portion. 

Am tHfcQ Vtarch 21 no April 19) Yon can 
join with loyal friends and dl i t 'iiii i K iat- 
mg admir e r s this dajtnntil the son goes 
down after which yo tr w o uld be wise to 
stick to proven methods. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Get as 
much public responsibility in back of 
you by seeing and following wbat big- 
wigs saggest. then tonight do nothing to 
risk jour reputatio n. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jure 21) This is 
the time for yoo to make sure yon 
travel, make expand, open 

new avenues of e xpr e ss io n during the 
daytime but tonight take it easy. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 
21) Yon are able to find tbe way to 
handle those responsibilities that have 
been of concern to yon today, then 
tonigfat get tiresome tasks done. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) Think out a 
better plan noder which to get pi ogres- 
rive associates to know jrat what yon 
have in nuod where they are concerned, 
then rest on yornr laurels todgbt. 

VIRGO: (Angnst 22 to September 22) 
Whatever you would Eke to do that 
means dewing your desk and decks fix 
action is jut great during the daytime 
but r«iight bufld up your h r-w Hth 

LIBRA; (Sept e mb er 23 to October 22) 
This is one of those days when you can 
have a great 'time at tbe various and 
varied a musemen ts that appeal to yon 


so get together with fri en r h . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nove mb er 
21) Whatever brings you tbe good wB 
of rtvwe who dwell b co ca t h the same 
roof as yourself is an esseOeat outlet for 
your nnosual energies. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to De- 
cember 21) You have an immring 
potential now by co n t a c tin g those, who 
yon Eke whether they be relatives, 
neighbours or dose personal asaodata. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jbum- 
ary 20) Keep your attention focmed 
upon money, property and pra twa iuns 
and you w£Q find that yo n incre ase yoer 
assets ad are in a for better iii 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 
19) Tbe daytime finds yoo arc able (o do 
pretty meat whatever yon would Eke to 

do ao go to see and be whfa good friends 

and Em a na t in g new allies. . 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match '20) 
During the daytime see what you can do 
fhatvriB make all about yon more avian: 
quietly and in confi d e n c e of yo ur mujj 
talents and capubifities. 

Today's chfkfc If yonr child were born 
today she or be h apt to become very 
engros se d with their activities to . the 
point of neglecting equally Bn |M« i»n p 
aspects of theft health and 
This chart win do weO hi yxxa- 
tions and have many opp ort u niti es for 
oversea travel and hi farrago 


“Hie stats impel, they do not compel. " 
Wtmtyoa mate otyoariik ft brgdy op 
to yon. 



Gabriels Sabatini 

Winner of five tournaments 
riih year and the Wimbledon 
runner-up to Graf, Sabatini has a 
history of finishing the year 
strongly. 

Three years ago she won the 
Virginia Slims Championships 
and last year in die final she 
battled Seles in the first five-set 


'women’s match in 89 years. 

Sabatini said strong fen support 
• and the change to battle all tbe 
top players for the $225,000 first 
prize were ingredients for her 
late-season success. 

“But most important, it is the 
last tournament of toe year so for 
me it is very, very important,” 
she said. 


“When they finally decide that 
exercise is bad for you, 
you’ll be sorry!” 



3 jockeys banned at Melbourne Cup 


f THE SCHOOL > 
BUS HAS A FLAT 
l TIRE? J 


MELBOURNE (R) — Three 
jockeys - were banned amid con- 
troversy at the Melbourne Cup 
hone race, won on Tuesday by 
3-1 favourite Let’s Elope. 

Ttainer Bart Cummings con- 
firmed bis reputation as “cups 
king” when Left Elope survived 
a protest to give him a ninth 
winner in Australia’s richest race 
worth 1.3 million dollars ($1 mil- 
lion) to tbe winner. 

Let’s Elope, die tip erf Austra- 
lia’s best known punter, Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke, swept 
down the outside to win the 3.2 
kitometres race by 2 rVi lengths 


f THERE'S A TRA1NEP 
SERVICE TECHNICIAN 
v LOOKING AT IT.. J 


from stablemate Shiva’s Re- 
venge. 

But in the race aftermath, win-- 
mug jockey Steven King’s 22nd 
birthday celebrations were 
soared by a six-week suspension 
imposed by stewards for careless 
riding near the 400 metre mark. 

Shane Dye, the jockey of 10-1 
runner-up Shiva’s Revenge, who 
had fired in the protest against 
. King for alleged interference, was 
also suspended for a month on a 
similar charge 600 metres from 
fiie finish. 

A third jockey, Malcolm John- 
ston who rode Maharajah, was 






also found guilty of causing in- 
terference and was suspended 
from riding until Dec. 7. 

The race result stood but toe 
stewards' action soured a great 
victory for local trainer Cum- 
mings, with Let's Elope becoming 
only tbe second mare to complete 
fiie double of winning file coun- 
try’s two top races, tbe Mel- 
bourne and Caulfield cups. 

Tbe protest by New Zealander 
Dye was the first in the race’s 
131-year history and stewards 
watched video footage of the 
finish before dismissing the 
objection after a 15- minute hear- 
ing. 


Tyes.it'sT ‘ 
T FLAT ) 

.All right 1 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
4 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 





THE TE4CHER AAA17E 
HIM 5TANPOUT5IPE 
THE CLASS ROOM, ANP 
NOW HE'S BECOME 
THIS KINPOF PUPIL. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer an 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) - 
Jumbles: CASTE JUDGE GENTRY BANGLE ^ 

Answer. A practical joke is one that's played on rc> 

someone — ELSE 




Mutton* Jeff 



THE Daily Crossword wj,™, e. h^. j.. 


6 Ft. holy woman: 
abbr. 

9 "Never was a 
good war or — 


mmmm 

!!■■■ 

mi 


9MMMMHHM MMMI 


18 Morose 

19 Reykjavik's 
land: abbr. 

20 FDR's retreat 
22 Poe poem 

24 Misrepresents 

25 Formerly 

26 Fragrant shrub 

27 'The BeHs Of 
SL — " 

30 Intimation 

31 Singular 

34 Horatlan works 

35 Hurl 

37 Comment 

38 Network 

39 Noshes 

40 Impertinent 

41 Linda or Dale 
43 Bewildered 
45 SSR division 
47 White-flowered 

shruD 

51 One who gripes 
-53 Gen. Robt. — 

54 Yale students 

55 PuBtzer Action 
winner 

57 Lotion 
ingredient 

58 Man lor one 

59 Crepes' kin 

60 — Brtnker 

31 — loss 
62 Diamond 
features 

DOWN 

1 ‘Circuit 

2 Tree 
3Tree«ied 

walkway 
4 Hotel * 

employ ees 


01991 Trfbm IMi Sa. 
M Hiffia fl w wd 

5 Flying deg. 

6 Swindles 

7 Canvas cover 
SDressingina 

way 

S Ms Lansbury 

10 Quarreisome 

11 Stubborn as — 

12 Major — 

14 Overused 

17 OvA rights org. 
21 Hit hard 
23 Nav. off. 

26 — Yutang 

27 Cut grass 

28 Hoosier 
humorist 

29 Insurrection 

30 Possessive 

32 Not pref. 

33 Morse code 
dash 

35 Disney classic 

36 Officers: abbr. 

37 Strauss 
opera 

39 Lenient 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nniHQ cioRn nnn 
ofirnn nnnnn nnnn 
iTinnfnonnnnnmnnno 
dfir nnnn nnnnn 
nninn nnnnnmri 
mnmRm nonnn 
nnnn nnnren non 
ujnnnn«nnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnmnn nonn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnsiras nmnn 
niURnn nnrnn nran 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnn.n 
nnnri nnnnn nmnn 
nran nnnn nnnn 




40 Not many 47 OofoMns* — 

42 Dances: Fr. .48 — island. Mty 

43 Rub without*! 49 Sierra — 1 

style 50 Jerry or Jarty 

44 Service tree Lee 

45 Worship using 52 Oramstta 

aoreery personas - 

48M$ Abzug 56 Wane 
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Tokyo 

Clax 

DmW 5/11/1991 


1.7736 


1.636 7 


1.4460 


5 



«' rwonua, l .S. Pdhn I.Ma.OM or eqorealnc. 

Datm 5/11 /mi 


USD/Oz , 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

356.25 j 

6.85 

Silver 

4.09 


Cnrreocy 



“ P*r IN 

Otfiar Cnrranctes 


sm/mi 




fodex 

3/1I/JOT Close 

4/11/1991 Close 

Ap-Sbare 

124.51 

124.07 

Banking Sector 

105.19 

105.07 


126.39 

126.43 . 


153.95 

154.07 


132.15 

132.10 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following arc the baying and selling rates lor 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nudsession 
on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 1.7683/93 

One U.S. dollar 1.1208/13 

1.6425/35 
1.8500/10 
1.4475/82 
33.78/82 
5.6065/15 
1230/1231 
129.65/75 
5.9910/60 
6.4330/80 
6.3630/80 

ounce of gold 356.35/356.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deotschemarks ■ 
Dutch gadders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


world Bank Demirel: I have 

aid accord inherited devastation 

- ISTANBUL (R) — Suleyman, mwwtxnent programmes. 
W1LJQ OO Vie LS Demirel. set to become Turkey’s . The finance ministry says tb* 


MOSCOW (R) — The World 
Bank threw its weight behind 
Soviet reform efforts Tuesday 
with an ambitions plan to help 
Moscow and individual republics 
introduce a fine market economy 

and minimise the suffering tha t 
goes with reform. 

World Bank Pretident Lewis 
Preston and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev signed the 
agreement, allowing for $30 mil- 
lion worth of technical assistance. 

Hie accord brings the Soviet 
Union a step closer to full mem- 
bership of the two major 
Washington-based lending agen- 
cies — the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

For decades the agencies were 
reviled by the Kremlin's former 
c f iu i munte t rulers for “imposing 
capitalism” on debt-laden Third 
World nations. 

Financed from a trust fund set 
aside by the World Bank, the 
agreement was sealed exactly a 
month after Mr. Gorbachev 
reached a special association 
agreement with the IMF. 

Both deals allow for technical 
assistance but not the major cre- 
dits that would come with full 
membership. They are regarded 
as preliminary steps on the road 
to foil membership. They are 
regarded as pretirmnary steps on 
the road to foil membership, a 
process that can take about a 
year. 

“The application for (foil 
Soviet) membership is under con- 
sideration. We are not yet in a 
situation where we are contem- 
plating lending,” said Russell 
Cheetham, head of the World 
Bank department doling with 
the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Cheetham, heavily in- 
volved in crafting the technical 
cooperation agreement, said 
World Bank experts had worked 
out an initial three-month plan of 
action. But the $30 million could 
cover expenses for up to two 
years. 

He told a news briefing that the 
Kremlin signing ceremony gave 
his teams of experts the green 
light to start implementing tbe 
programme, provided that repub- 
lican governments cooperate. 

Basic areas targetted for coop- 
.eratkm. indude ad in re fo rmi ng 
foe centralised system along mar- 
ket lines, help for sectors such as 
agriculture and energy, social 
security measures, training 
courses and information. 

The World Bank drew up its 
Soviet aid plan with a mind to 
implementing it at tbe republican 
level, where tbe real power lies 
now. AD 12 republics are invited 
to notify the bank if they wish to 
benefit from the technical aid. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Suleyman, 
Demirel, set to become Turkey’s . 
next prime minister 11 years after 
the army ousted him for the 
second time, says he is taking 
over an economic wreck. 

“I have inherited devastation," 
said the veteran politician after a 
narrow general election win two 
weeks ago. 

“ Infla tion is nearly 70 per cent, 
the budget deficit is huge and 
unemployment rampant. Domes-* 

tic debt is 75 trillion lira ($15 
bilfion) and foreign debt $50 bil- 
lion,” be pointed out. 

Figures released' Monday 
showed October inflation hover- 
ing at an annual rate of 66.5 per 
cent, slightly down on Septem- 
ber’s 66.9 per cent, but bankers 
.say the, picture is not all gloom. 

' The economy, which grew 9.2 
per cent last year, is slated to 
grow at a more modest, but still 
worthy, four per cent in 1991. 

External performance has held 
up relatively well, but bankers 
say austerity is now required to 
cure inflation and budget deficits. 
Some doubt a coalition govern- 
ment will find the political will to 
push the medicine down the 
country’s throat. 

Mr. Demirel's centre-right 
True Path Party became the 
largest in pirfiament after the 
Oct. 20 election ended eight years 
of Motherland Party role, but it 
foiled to win a clear majority. 

President Turgut Ozal will in- 
vite Mr. Demirel, who started 
talks with leaders of other politic- 
al parties Monday, to form the 
next government after the new 
parliament opens Wednesday. 

His mam headache will be a 
fiscal deficit which has soared in 
the past three years thanks to big 
public sector wage rises, high 
prices paid to formers and costly 


investment programmes. 

Hie finance ministry says tins 
year’s fiscal deficit will be more 
than eight per cent of gross 
national product (GNP). 

The last government covered 
its bills by deficit financing, which 
spurred inflation and pushed up 
interest rates. 

Banks bought nearly 90 per 
cent of tbe 36 trillion lira (S7.2 
billion) worth of government 
bonds and treasury bills sold in 
the first eight months. Banks 
competing for deposits have 
pushed up annual rates to over 70 
per cent. 

“What needs to be done is to 
decrease spending,” said one 
pro m inent Turkish banker who 
asked not to be named. 

“Increases in salaries and form 
prices should be kept to a minim nm 
and investments sharply re- 
duced. Privatisation most pro- 
ceed fast. Otherwise there will 
never be fiscal balance,” he 



Another banker said the gov- 
ernment should increase prices of 
state-controlled goods such as 
petrol, sugar, tobacco and liquor 
by 30 per cent and raise taxes to 
halve borrowing requirements. 

“Demirel has to be brave. 
Prices and taxes must be raised 
and a package of measures must 
be enacted in one go,” he said. 

Mr. Demirel may find it hard 
to square such a programme with 
his lavish election promises, in- 
cluding unemployment insur- 
ance, free medical care and tax 
exemption to low-income groups, 
and tax cuts for small shopkeep- 
ers and artisans. 

For drivers, he promised a 50 
per cent discount on bridge and 
highway tolls and for school chil- 
dren, free books. 

The government may be strap- 


SokynuD Demirel 

ped for cash, but at least Mr. 
Demirel win not be walking into a 
balance of payments crisis. 

The cu r rent account deficit, 
earlier expected to bit $2.4 bil- 
lion, is now projected at only $35 
million — an im prov e ment attri- 
buted to foreign aid payments 
worth $2.3 bfllion for Turkey's 
Gulf crisis role and lower im- 
ports. 

Imports in 1991 are projected 
at $22 bfllion instead erf a pre- 
viously estimated $23.2 bilfion 
because of a halt in wheat im- 
ports, a dedixie in car imports and 
a lower oil bin. 

a billion dollars over an earlier 
forecast, despite a poor year for 
tourism and lower workers' re- 
mittances. 

Exports had reached $83 tril- 
lion by end- August, more than 11 
per cent higher than in the same 
1990 period. 

Foreign currency reserves are 
at a near-record $12.4 bilfion 
compared to $11.4 IriDion at the 
end of last year. 

Turkey’s ability to borrow 
abroad remains impaired by the 
Gulf war which raised the cost of 
borrowing and shrank supply. 

Several recent syndications 
fared none too well because the 
treasury and private banks priced 
their bids too low. 

“Turkey will have no trouble 
borrowing what it requires, but it 
may be some time before credit 
prices return to pre-Gulf war 
levels,” said a U.S. banker, who 
asked not to be named. 


Zaire currency slides 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire’s cur- 
rency, battered by political instar 
bflity and the collapse of the 
economy, slid in further 16.6 per 
cent against the dollar over the 
weekend, bankers said Monday. 

Monday’s official rate was 
fixed at 34,182 Zaires for one 
dollar compared with 28,500 last 
Friday, the Banque Commerriale 
Zairoise (BCZ) said. 

Zaire has tried this year to 
unify the official and blade mar- 
ket rates for hard currency. But a 
dollar was selling for about 
40,000 Zaires on the parallel mar- 
ket Monday and the gap with the 
bank rate was widening, currency 
dealers said. 

Banking and business sources 
blamed tbe steady devaluation on 
the unresolved political crisis af- 
ter six weeks of upheaval sparked 
by looting soldiers. 

The country’s legal govern- 
ment, led by Prime Minister 


Mongol Diaka, is challenged by a 
rival cabinet headed by popular 
opposition leader Etienne 
Tshisckedi. 

But sources put most of tbe 
blame for the Zaire’s collapse on 
President Mobutu Seko’s deci- 
sion to pacify mutinous soldiers 
and striking civil servants with 
colossal pay awards. 

Privates in the armywere 
awarded _a 15-fokT ““ease in 
October, while a captain’s salary 
went up 40 times, western milit- 
ary sources said. 

Monthly pay for a messenger. 


Chrysler narrows loss 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

/ 

TOKYO Prices eased in thin trade with investors bidding their 

time after a long weekend break. The Nikkei average dosed 93.38 
points or 037 per emit down at 24,950.86. 

ZURICH— Slightly lower interest rates and favourable company 
results bolstered the market. The SPI Index rose 7.4 points to 
1,0773. 

PARIS — Shares ended slightly higher but investors uneasy about 
tbe strength of the global economy stayed on tbe sidelines. Hie 
CAC-40 index rose 5.4 points to 1,846.91. 

LONDON — Nes that media tycoon Robert Maxwell, whose 
communications corporation bad total group debtof£1.35 bflhon, 
was ww^dng at sea checked a market rise. Tbe FTSE Index dosed 
13.1 points np at 2^40.9. 

NEW YORK — Hopes of a quick cot in the discount rate faded 
and blue chips remained under pressure. The Dow was down 
about three points to 3,042 at 1600 GMT. 

FRANKFURT — Shares came back from recent weakness with a 
0.4 per cent rise which dealers hoped coukl pave the way for 
further small gains latex- this week. The Dax rose 5.91 points to 
1,576.12. 


HIGHLAND PARK, hfichigan 
(R) — Chrysler Coip has re- 
ported a smaller third-quarter 
loss than expected, enabling the 
big three U.S. car makers to 
avoid posting their worst quarter- 
ly combined loss on record. 


Chrysler would lose between 
$150 million and $225 million for 
the period. 

Combined third-quarter losses 
for the big three vehicle makers 
totalled nearly $23 bilfion, tire 
worst since a $23 IriDion loss in 
the first quarter of this year. 

General Motors Carp (G.M.) 
and Ford Motor Co. posted huge 
third-quarter losses. Ford 


Chrysler, the third-biggest General Motors Carp (GJM.) 
U.S. maker, said it lost $82 mil- and Ford Motor Co. poked huge 
Kon compared with a loss of $214 third-quarter losses. Ford 
milli on a year ago. Chrysler said plunged into the red with a loss erf 
it ft*™*! sluggish car and track- $574 million, compared with 
sales in tire quarter and spent earnings of $101.7 mflfion a year 
heavily on upcoming new pro- ago, while Gif’s losses were 
ducts. $1.06 trillion, down from $1.98 

Analysts had predicted that bilfion a year earlier. 


SPECIAL Ftom ~ STARS Fdr T0URISN 

Tom Amman stgtraeing. Jereah. AJorat- 
: Dead Sea. Mactoba. ML New. 

- Doaen CtaHaa. 

Patra (Via Kings Way) with ovemght 
n Petra. 

Midi Hum A Aqaea. owmigN In Wad 
Rum 

(In a bedouin tan with Arab typical 
rSnnor (Manual). 

- Any oBwpteeaa you wish tovW! 
to Jordan Urn Qste. Pole ale. . . . 

Out Doing Tom SYRIA. TURKEY, EGYPT. 

CYPRUS. GREECE 

Ticketing: Air freight, m a car. hotel reserva- 
tion. door to door service 
Special prices tor schoo ia . embassies, groups. 

For ran, or ftnthar WaRMden, ptsase eaetMi: 


c ouru 

GR.££X 
T AVEJUVA 

OPEN MILT 
Lunch & Dinner 
Shemessani 

Tel. 695308 


TEL: B2MU / 827141 - FAX; 827141 
TLX 2301 Stars Jo. 

A rams n — Jordan 



Must have a good command of English and Arabic 
languages, typing, knowledge of computer, word 
processing, min. 3 years experience is required. 

Qualified persona please call 686501 / 502 


MAID-WANTED 

A small family of 4 persons (2 children + parents) 
looking for a Sri Lankan maid to stay with them for a full 
time job. 

Interested may call TeL No. 824437 


Starring 'Abu Awwad Family 1 
After the great success it achieved 
continues its shows daily 
at 8:30 p.m. 

PtotM buy your tickets In advance 


Economists say g 
Kuwait has paidr 
off most of its I 
Gulf war debts - 


the lowest-paid dvil servant, in- 
creased 17 tunes from 85,000 
zaires to 1.5 million. 

Prices of staple foods are soar- 
ing because of the pay increases, 
which are not being matched in 
what is left of the private sector. 

“I now earn half what a minis- 
try messenger gets,” a highly- 
trained hotel worker complained. 

VMobutu is just printing 
money. Prices are taking off,” 
fiflid 'Orie Zairean businessman, 
whose construction company lost 
most of its equipment and mate- 
rials to looters. 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Kuwait 
has paid tire United States and its 
Gulf war allies almost all of tbe 
$22 bfllion it owed them for en- 
ding Iraq's occupation. Kuwait- 
based eco n o mi sts have said. 

The emirate, liberated from 
seven months of Iraqi occupation 
at tire mid of February, was ex- 
pected to pay the remaining $1 
IriDion by tire end of 1991, they 
said. Kuwaiti fin""* officials de- 
clined to comment. 

Abdullah A1 Gabandi, manag- 
ing director of tire Kuwait Invest- 
ment Authority (K3A), told the 
Financial Times newspaper in 
London the emirate had settled 
the bulk of its debts to the allies 
and the rest would be paid in 
November and December. 

He put the total at $22 bflfion 
but did not give details. Econom- 
ists say $133 bflfion was pledged 
to tbe United States, whose 
forces spearheaded the six-week 
Gulf war. 

The remainder was distributed 
between tire other coalition part- 
ners — France, Britain, Syria, 
Egypt, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
— as well as countries winch 
provided political support like 
Turkey, the Soviet Union and 
Morocco. 

“The payment is being settled 
in a very satisfactory way. Kuwait 
undertook a c o mmi tme nt and ful- 
filled it fast," one Western diplo- 
mat in the emirate said. 

Tbe Financial Times said tbe 
total cost of tire war which fol- 
lowed Iraq’s August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait was uncertain bat 
estimated it at about $100 bilfion. 

Riyadh-based economists say 
Sanffi Arabia had agreed to pay 
tire lion’s share of Golf crisis 
costs. 

Japan, Germany and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates also agreed to 
make substantial c o n t ri buti ons. 

The U.S. go ver nm ent said in 
September direct cash payments 
from the Mkkfle East and else- 
where helped it post its first 
back-to-back trade surplus In 
nine years for the first and second 
quarters of 1991. ' ; 

Mr. Gabandi dismissed— spe- 
culation Kuwait was planning "to 
sefl off some of its assets to help 
pay reconstruction costs, esti- 
mated at between $20 to $30 
bflfion. 

In Germany, Kuwait has a 14.6 
percent stake in motor company 
Daflmer-Benz and 20 per cent in 
metals group MetaUgeseUschaft 
while in London it holds nine per 
cent of British Petroleum. 

Daimler-Benz said last week it 
planned to meet Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office (KIO) officials, re- 
viving market concern Kuwait 
might use its stake in the firm to 
raise cash. 

Mr. Gaxbandi said a $5 bflfion 
loan launched by tire emirate last 
month would be used to help 
rebuild its infrastructure, particu- 


larly within the oil industry.:** 
Whether Kuwait xreededLeqb 
borrow more would be detj®r- 
mined by its oil production, 
said. 

Western oil officials in Kuwait 
say the emirate has already pdjd 
more than $2 bflUcm to cap 732 
oflwells set ablaze by Iraqi troo$> 
last February. 

Several new wells have betm 
drilled to replace those whWi 
were permanently damaged. T3te 
emirate’s crude production has 
reached 300,000 barrels per df? 
(bid) with another 150,000 itt 
coming from the Neutral Ze^s 
shared with Saudi Arabia. RE 
Kuwait aims to reach a target 
of 400,000 b/d by tire end of tRe 
year ex c lu di ng tbe Neutral Zone. 
Production is forecast . to reaqh 
one million b/d by the end of Jape 
and 1.5 millio n by tire endffifof 

1992. ^ 
Before the Iraqi mvasiiln, 

Kuwait was capable of produmg 
two million b/d. ' 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) said Monday 
that Kuwait expects to be prodK- 
ing 550,000 b/d by year-end Jpl 
two million harries daily by late 

1993. . 

The Kuwaitis also plan tajgafe 
a re finin g capacity of 470,00040 
by tire second half of next ye*, 
the respected ofl industry nejg- 
letter reported. - 

It said that the state-q$p 
Kuwait Petroleum Co. is qgg- 
dnding oil contracts for next ye^r 
with Japanese companies twigs- 
tial deliveries of around 100,000 
harries of oil a day. 

That’s about half the level Jj§* 
fore Kuwaiti production Jug 
baited in August 1990 by the I^gm 
invasion. ^ 

Negotiations are also 
with other Fast East customea, 
including Sooth Korea and India, 
tire survey said. 

Since Kuwaiti exports stoppgg, 
the Japanese have been buyi^ 
els ewhe re. fa 

MEES noted: “It seems. itefr 
many Japanese companies 
angqipg contract 
Iran., . are wary of. 
lifting engagements 
erode in 1992, especially in j|jr 
spect of tire second quarter wtrey 
the market is expected ^to 
weaken.” ^ 

The newsletter said Kuwaxgj 
“significant production and refi{£- 
ing targets” were listed in $? 
memorandum distributed ;ajb 
banks in connection with a $5 
billion loan being raised 
Kuwait’s behalf for post-Gulf 
reco ns truction. 

Kuwait cunentiy is producing 
some 400,000 barrels of oil a dgy 
following a rune-month operation 
to cap morre than 70 wefls sabofe 
aged by Iraqi when tire cminttg 
was liberated Feb. 26. > 

Some 110,000 barrels a day of 
that is from tire so-called Neutral 
Zone shared with Saudi Arabia. 




( Jylqaba Sfriwv- 


APARTOTEL 

Two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, idyllic sea views. 
Rate: JD 30 per night 

Please call Aqaba, Tel: 313512 * Fax: 314339 


Lancia Delta 1500 c.c, 1989 model, duty-paid. 

In excellent condition. 

PIS. call 672233 or 826541 


A service of remembrance will be held at 
the Church of the Redeemer 
on Sunday, Nov. 10, 1991 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Belgrade rejects EC plan* 
Croatians strike in Serbia 


THE HAGUE (R) — Serbia 
Tuesday rejected for the third 
time a European Community 
(EC) peace plan to transform 
Yugoslavia into a loose grouping 
of its six republics, diplomatic 
sources said. 

The decision to spurn die plan 
at peace miles here exposes the 
republic to punitive sanctions. 

EC foreign .ministers agreed 
Monday to introduce a battery 
■ of economic sanctions against 
Serbia if it did not accept the EC 
proposals, agreed in outline by the 
other five republics. 

■ Serbia and. Croatia agreed to 
implement a 12 th ceasefire during 
bilateral talks with the EC 
mediator, former British Foreign 
Secretary Lord Carrington, be- 
fore the start of Tuesdays plen- 
ary conference session, diploma- 
tic sources said. 

Lord Carrington will report to 
EC foreign ministers Friday 
morning on whether the ceasefire 
has held. If it does not hold he 
will adjourn the peace confer- 
ence, the sources said. 

The plenary session, attended 
by the presidents of Yugoslavia’s 
six republics and the collective 
presidency, broke up after one 
hour at 1.30 p.m. (1230 GMT}. 

Lend Carrington told the war- 
ring Yugoslav leaders the con- 
tinuing violence was ’ Snaking a 
farce of the conference,” di- 
plomatic sources said. 

The co nfe rence split over one 
crucial danse in foe EC plan 
which would transform Yugosla- 
via into a loose association of 
independent republics within ex- 
isting borders. 

Serbia and its traditional ally 
Montenegro proposed amending 
a danse in foe plan to give ethnic 
groups as well as republics foe 
right to decide whether to stay in 
a smaller, united Yugoslavia. 

The latest version of foe EC 
plan suggested the new associa- 
tion should encompass “a com- 
mon state of equal republics for 
those republics which wish to 
remain a common state.” 


Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and Montenegrin Presi- 
dent Momir Bulatevic proposed 
this be changed to read "a com- 
mon state of equal republics for 
those republics and nations which 
wish to remain in Yugoslavia as 
their common state." 

The four other republics re- 
jected this proposed amenfonent, 
which would have allowed foe 
huge Serb minority in Croatia 
and its land to be united with 
Serbia, Montenegro! and other 
republics which Irish to remain in 
a single state. 

The unamended text was re- 
jected only by Serbia. 

All five republics except Serbia 
had previously agreed earlier out- 
line drafts of the EC plan. 


Meanwhile Croatian militias 
Tuesday launched a major attack 
on foe Republic of Serbia as 
European Community peace 
talks began in the Hague, Tanjog 
News Agency said. 

In foe heaviest attack so for on 
Serbian territory since fighting 
erupted in Yugoslavia four 
months ago, Croatian forces shel- 
led the town of Sid, 100 
kilometres west of Belgrade, 
Tan jug said. 

“The attack was sudden. 
Several houses were hit. Material 
damage is substantial,” it re- 
ported. There was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of foe report. 

In foe past Croatian forces 
have fired a few mortar bombs 
across die River Danube, which 


separates their republic from Ser- 
bia, and there have been minor 
shooting incidents. But unto now 
there have been no reports of 
concentrated shelling of Serbian 
territory. 

Dismissing the. previous inci- 
dents, Tan jug said: “This is the 
first time that Ustasha (Croatian) 
forces have attacked the territory 
of Serbia." 

It said medical teams were 
helping foe wounded but there 
were no further details. 

“Military sources confirmed a 
grain slo near the railway station 
was hit,” Tanjug said. 

“About 10 minutes before 11 
o’clock (1000 GMT), Sid in foe 
Serbian province of Vo j vodina 
was attacked,” Tanjug said. 
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A Yugoslav 
adv an c i ng 


g ua rd s a bridge near V&nkovci' which was blown ep to pre vent federal *— fc- 


Miyazawa 

elected 


premier, 
forms new 


cabinet 


TOKYO (AP) — Political veter- 
an Kiichi Miyazawa was elected 
prime minister Tuesday, laun- 
ching an administration that 
promised more forceful lead- 
ership than his inexperienced pre- 
decessor, Tos hiki Kaifo. 

Mr. Miyazawa, whose election 
caps a government career 
reaching back 49 years, was 
chosen by foe parliament in a 
largely ceremonial vote that con- 
firmed his earlier selection by foe 
governing Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). 

Mr. Miyazawa, 72, was forced 
to resign as finance minister in 
1988 in the Recruit influence- 
buying scandal. His return to 
government was assured when he 
was elected president of the 
Liberal Democrats (LDP) on 
Oct. 27. 


Over 120 feared dead in 
Philippine flash floods 


TACLOB AN, Philippines (R) — 
Flash floods triggered by a tropic- 
al storm ripped through villages 
in the central Philippines Tuesday 
and first reports said more than 
120 people had drowned. 

The regional Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council said reports from 
the centra] island of Leyte listed 
126 people dead and 46,000 made 
homeless. 

The floods spawned by tropical 
storm Thelma swept away houses 
along two major rivers some 50 
kilometres southwest of the Leyte 
capital Tadoban. 

Leyte Governor Leopoldo 
Patilia issued a public appeal for 
assistance in the face of what he 
termed a tremendous dbaster. 

Vicente Garda, regional police 
commander and head of the Dis- 
aster Coordinating Council, said 
the storm had caused millions of 
dollars in damage to crops and 
infrastructure. 

Tadoban, 570 kilometres south 
of Manila, is the home town of 
Imelda Marcos and the former 
Philippine first lady visited the 


area Wednesday. 

The widow of ousted President 
Ferdinand Marcos toured fo r me* 
family strongholds after making a 
triumphal return from exile to 
Manila Monday. 

Teodoro Bulan, provincial civil 
defence director, said field work- 
ers were trying to identify foe 
bodies of those drowned. 

He said at least 100 were con- 
finned dead and the toll coold be 
higher. Several people were mis- 
sing. 

He said the island of Samar to 
the northeast was also badly 
affected. 

Mr. Garcia said at least 23 
villages around foe town of Pas- 
trana, some 20 kilo me tres south- 
west of Tadoban, were under 
water. 

The government weather 
bureau said Thelma had 
weakened Tuesday and had left 
Leyte by mid-afternoon. 

At least 62 people died when 
typhoon Ruth tore through part 
of the main Phflrppine island of 
Luzon last month. 



On The Occasion Of 



His Majesty King Hussein's Birthday 


The Jordan Valley Arabian Stud announces the 
official opening of the club on Friday 8/11/1991, 
which includes free activities in riding, polo and 
archery. 


The club will only offer free refreshments. Visitors 
are welcome to bring their own food and refresh- 
ments. 


T-shirts will be given free to children. An exhibition 
of Arabian Horses will be held. 



Admission for families is free. The club will open at 
9:00 a.m. 

The location of the dub is close to Queen Alia 
Airport, 4 km from the entrance of the Jiza Village. 

Signs showing the way to the club will be posted 
from the 7th Circle until the entrance of the Jiza 
Village. 



Vietnam, 

China 


normalise 


ties 


PEKING (R) — China and Viet- 
nam Tuesday normalised ties af- 
ter a 20 -year rift and got down to 
talks to define a new relationship 
based on trade and economic 


cooperation. 

The announcement was made 
by foe New China News Agency 
after Vietnamese f-nmn uuk* Par- 
ty General Secretary Do Muoi 
and Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet 
opened discussions in Peking with 
their Chinese counterparts. 

“Chihese top leaders and visit- 
ing Vietnamese top leaders 
announced here today that the 
high-level talks between the two 
sides marked foe normalisation of 
Sino- Vietnamese relations,” the 
agency said. 

Mr. Do Muoi and Mr. Kiet 
arrived in Peking Tuesday at the 
invitation of Chinese Communist 
Party General Secretary Jiang 
Zemin and Premier Li Peng. 

They were welcomed in Pek- 
ing's Tiananmen Square with a 
21 -gun salute and an honour 
guard of troops from the People's 
liberation Army before talk* be- 
gan in the Great Hall of the 
People on the square. 


Quick-response force forms 
centrepiece of new- look NATO 




BRUSELS, Belgium (AP) — A 
new NATO military strategy, de- 
signed to reflect foe eclipse of the 
Soviet threat, features a 70,000- 
stroog force to respond quickly to 
crises anywhere in alliance terri- 
tory. 

The British-led force will draw 
units from at least half the 16 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) members in foe 
alliance's most ambitious bid to 
integrate forces of different 
nationalities. 

The Rapid Reaction Corps is 
the centerpriece of a new 
strategic doctrine to be approved 
at a summit of President Bush 
and other NATO leaders Thurs- 
day and Friday in Rome. 

“The purpose of it is to be 
available in conditions of crisis 
(so it can) be deployed within the 
alliance to where it may be 
needed,” said William H. Taft IV, 
U.S. ambassador to NATO. 

Officials say the unit is suited 
to foe most likely future dangers, 
including spBowers' of ethnic un- 
rest in Eastern Europe and ex- 
tremism in foe Middle East. 

The overall NATO strategy 
calls for .smaller, more flexible 
force s , a greater emphasis on 
diplomacy to solve crisis and less 
reliance on nuclear weapons. 

It replaces a cold war .strategy 
focused on foe threat of an inva- 
fion by foe Soviet Union and its 
Warsaw Pact allies into Western 
Europe. 

Under that scheme, the balk of 
NATO forces we arrayed along 
foe inter-German border, where 
NATO planners considered a 


Warsaw Pact attack most likely. 

Now, with democracy sprout- 
ing in Eastern Europe and the 
Warsaw Pact disbanded, NATO 
officials say such concentration 
on one region is impossible. 

’The Rapid Reaction Force is 
designed to reflect foe foct that 
we can no longer depend on any 
geographical focus fin- a threat to 
foe territorial integrity of the 
alliance, ” said a U.S. official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

In a possible harbinger of fu- 
ture alliance activity, NATO sent 
jets and missile defence units to 
Turkey earlier this year to bolster 
Hs border with Iraq daring the 
Gulf crisis. 

The new Rapid Reaction 
Corps, under overall British com- 
mand, will consist of at least four 
divisions that could go into action 
wi t hin seven days of a decision to 
intervene. 

These component include a 
British armoured division based 
in Germany and a British light 
division m Britain. 

Also included are an air-mobile 
division made of British. Ger- 
man, Dutch and Belgian units 
and an Italian-led division of un- 
its from southern NATO coun- 
tries, probably Italy. Greec and 
Turkey. 

A 200-jet air fooe and a naval 
unit of undetermined size will be 
attached to the unit, NATO offi- 
cials said. 

In addition, the force will in- 
dude a unit of a few thousand 
soldiers ready to respond within 
72 hours of a deployment order. 


Flexibility is tile watchword. 

“It could fight as a corps, but it 
could also provide some of its 
elements to fight in any emergen- 
cy,” said Andrew Duncan, 
analyst at the International Insti- 
tute for Strategic Studies in Lon- 
don. 

The United States has prom- 
ised transport and other logistical 
support and is debating whether 
to contribute a division of about 
15,000 troops to foe force. 

“We have been asked to par- 
ticipate and we have made it 
known that we will be contribut- 
ing,” Mr. Taft said. 

Washington plans to halve its 
Europe-based force to an army 
corps of at most 150,000 troops as, 
part of an overall 25-per cent 
NATO cutback to about 625,000 
soldiers by 1995. 

Besides the quick-response 
unit, NATO will retain seven 
corps totaling about 550,000 sol- 
diers in Europe at a lower state of 
readiness. Germany plans to con- 
tribute the bulk of these units, 
with the United States, foe 
Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark 
and Canada supplying foe rest. 

With NATO forces shrinking, 
the new strategy stresses the need 
for closer cooperation between 
forces from different nations. 

The Rapid Reaction Corps 
mar k* the first tim e NATO wiD 
assemble a multinational unit as 
smaf| as a division. 

Although most components of 
foe force will remain in their 
home countries in peace time, 
their officers will work sidc-by- 
side in command centres. 


Mrs. Marcos posts bail for fraud charges 


MANILA — Former Philippine 
first lady Imelda Marcos was fing- 
erprinted Tuesday after sur- 
rendering to a Manila judge fol- 
lowing a government order for 
her arrest on tax fraud charges. 

“It’s a sad day,” a visibly 
shocked Mrs. Marcos told court 
officials, holding up her inky fin- 
gers. 


Mrs. Marcos, widow of ousted 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos and 
once one of the world’s richest 
women, was released on bail of 
75,000 pesos ($2,700). 

The money in 100 peso bills 
was handed over in the crowded 
judge’s chambers wrapped in a 
plastic bag. Marcos provided her 
own pictures instead of having a 
“mug-shot” taken. 


The former beauty queen, a 
diamond ring on one hand, was 
dressed in white. Her initial smile 
gave way to a look of disbelief 
when here fingers were tarnished 
with black ink. 

The 62- year-old widow, known 
for her love for glamorous dotbes 
and designer shoes, returned to a 
triumphal welcome in the Philip- 


pines Monday from almost six 
years' exile in foe United States. 

She and her husband, who died 
in 1989, were driven out of foe 
country after a popular revolt in 
1986. They are accused of embez- 
zling $5 billion during their 20- 
year rule. 

Mrs Marcos, who says she re- 
turned to dear her name, gave 
beiseif up to Judge Antonio Sola- 
no in foe Manila suburb of 
Quezon Qty where she has seven 
tax fraud cases pending against 
her. 

Three are being tried hy Judge 
Solano and four by another judge 
who set additional bail of 100,000 
pesos ($3,700). 

Hundreds of people leaned out 
of windows and crammed the 
corridors of the municipal hall to 
catch a glimpse of the flamboyant 
former Manila governor, accom- 
panied by her American lawyer 
James Lmn. .• 

President Corazon Aquino's 
government threatened to 
arrest her within 48 hours on 
charges of tax fraud, corruption, 
and embezzlement but had 
spared her arrest at the airport 


when she arrived aboard a char- 
tered jet from Hawaii. 

The tax cases are among 70 
criminal and civil charge she is 
facing. If convicted on all counts 
she could in theory be jailed for 
more than 100 years. 


Mrs. Marcos surrendered after 
returning from a trip to foe fami- 
ly’s northern stronghold of Bocos 
Norte, where she was mobbed by 
cheering supporters. 

Antonio Coronet, Mis. Mar- 
cos’s defence attorney and his 
nation's top criminal lawyer, 
seemed almost delighted Tuesday 
at the prospect of a trial. 


“This case is dcfendable. They 
want to try her on tax evasion 
charges committed when she was 
out of the country in exile with aD 
her property confiscated,” he 
told a news conference. 

‘They would have had a better 
chance if they were trying Presi- 
dent Marcos than his wife. Our 
defence will be similar to the 
defence offered for her in New 
York — she was just a wife. 
Marcos made out his tax returns, 
not his wife." 


Violence erupts in S. African tax protest 


DAVEYTON, South Africa (R) 
— Police shot dead a black de- 
monstrator and wounded five 
Tuesday, the second day of a 
general strike called by South 
African unions to protest govern- 
ment policy. 

A police spokesman said offic- 
ers killed the man in Daveyton 
Mack township, east of Johannes- 
burg, after he pointed an Ak-47 
rifle at them. Witnesses said they 
had seen no weapon. 

An ambulance attendant who 
treated (me of the wounded ac- 
cused foe police of opening fire 
indiscriminately on a group of 


blacks walking to a rally at 
Daveyton Stadium. 

After the shooting several 
thousands blacks marched from 
foe stadium to government on 
value added tax (VAT) six weeks 
ago, foe ostensible reason for foe 
strike. 

Blacks stayed away from work 
in droves for the second .day 
running Tuesday in what "foe 
Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) called a mas- 
sive vote of no confidence in foe 
government of President F.W. de 
Klerk. 

Police said bombs damaged 


railway lines to Johannesburg and 
Cape Town early Tuesday in 
what may have been an attempt 
to prevent commuters going to 
-work. No one was hurt. 

The Deveytoa shooting fol- 
lowed the deaths of 15 miners 
Sunday in a dash between strik- 
ers and workers defying the two- 
day stoppage. 

Police said two other people 
had been lolled in violence linked 
to the strike. Another 17 blacks 
died in dashes arising from foe 
generalised township violence 
which has claimed 3,000 lives in 
tiro last year. 


AIDS scandal reaches top French political circles 


PARIS (AP) — Accusations that 
health authorities knowin gly gave 
blood contaminated with the 
AIDS virus to hemophiliacs is 
fueling an emotional that 

has rocked the top political ec- 
helons of France. 

Two senior medical officials 
have been charged with failing to 
alert recipients in 1984 and 1985 
that the blood they received may 
have been contaminated with ac- 
quired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS). Two others, in- 
cluding one charged Monday, 
have been charged with failing to 
stop the transfosions. 

The medical officials assert 
they are being unfairly perse- 
cuted. They blame politicians 
who failed to take measures to 
assure that only non- 
con laminated blood was used in 
transfusions. 

_ There is a collective responsi- 
bility here. I’m not going to be 
made a scapegoat,” said Dr. 
Michel Garretta, former director 
of the National Blood Transfu- 
sion Centre and one of those 
charged. 

Conservative politicians said 
foe Socialist government headed 
by foeo-Premier Lament Fabius 
from 1984 to 1986 should accept 
responsibility for foe scandal. 


“If it’s verified that there is 
(fired political responsibility ... 
there will have (o be charges at 
the highest level,” Francois 
Bayrou, secretary-general of foe 
Union for French Democracy, 
(UDF), said Sunday. 

. The scandal erupted after a 
government-ordered report re- 
leased in September disclosed 
teat some hemophiliacs may have 
received blood transfusions that 
authorities knew were tainted 
with foe HTV virus, which causes 
AIDS. 

Abont 1,200 hemophiliacs, 
nearly half France’s total, have 
become HIV-positive, and more 
than 200 have died of AIDS, 
according to the French 
Hemophiliac Association. 

Dr. Jacques Roux, another of 
foe officials charged, has accused 
foe Fabius government of divert- 
ing funds that could have been 
used for purifying blood to an 
electoral campaign account. 

Dr. Roux, a member of the 
Communist Party’s Central Com- 
mittee, was director of public 
health at the time. He has offered 
no solid proof to back op his 
allegations, but a court threw out 
a request by Mr. Fabius to stop 
news media from carrying Dr. 
Roux’s remarks. 


Dr. Roux and Dr. Garretta 
were acused with Robert Netter, 
director of foe National Health 
Laboratory, and Jean-Pierre 
Allain, former research director 
for the National Blood Transfu- 
sion Centre. 

Dr. Alhan was charged Mon- 
day with failing to warn hemophi- 
liacs that the blood they were 
receiving could be contaminated 
with AIDS. He feces a six-month 
to four-year prison term and a 
fine of 2,000 to 500,000 francs 
(about $365 to $90,910). 

Dr. Roux accuses foe Health 
and Finance Ministers rtf ignoring 
recommendations by scientists in 
1984 that all blood be tested for 
the HTV virus, discovered a year 
earlier by French researchers. 

The testing, coupled with U.S.- 
developed heat treatments of 
blood to neutralise contamina- 
tion, would have required an 
annual budget allowance of 200 
million francs ($34 million), be 
said. 

The 1984-85 budget halved teat 
amount. Dr. Roux claims, forcing 
the National Foundation for 
Blood Trimsfhsion, an umbrella 
group teat includes Dr. Garret- 
ta’s centre, to give hemo philiacs 
untreated blood. 

Dr. Fabius, a favourite of Pres- 


ident Francois Mitterrand and a 
prospective successor in 1995, has 
labeled Dr. Roux’s accusations 
“shameful” and politically moti- 
vated. 

“We have absolutely no right 
to use this sad issue for polticial 
ends,” he said. “We can’t judge 
what happened in that period 
with what we know today, be- 
cause there were many scientific 
errors.” 


The report shows that the gov- 
ernment in February 1985 de- 
layed approving a test developed 
by a U-S: laboratory for detecting 
foe AIDS virus, wai ting mtct«. n ( i 
for a French test to become 
available. Mandatory testing of 
Wood donors took effect that 
August. 

Mr. Fabius cl aims his govern- 
ment acted rapidly on foe often 
conflicting evidence teat became 
available as the danger of AIDS 
gradually became known. 


Those who support the accu sed 
make similar arguments. 

“It’s easy to judge with hind- 
sight,” said Dr. Willy Rozen- 
baum, aprominent AIDS resear- 
cher. “But what is there that 
prevents ns from being charged in 
five yean with some thin g we 
failed to do today?” 
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CBS gets U.S. 
rights to 
Scarlett 

In $10 million deal 
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NEW YORK (R) — Like tk^ 
memory of the glory of the ol, 

American south, the phe 
nome non of Scarlett lives oni«rei*-. 
CBS televirion said Mbnday r 
has acquired the U.S. televiriagtf*' ’ r 
rights to the novel Scarlett, foi " 

best-sdliag sequel to Gone With 
Wind in a deal valued at nearly 
$10 million, four times the- pie) ^ Vi 
.vious record. An investment ^e: A * J 
group by RHI Entertainment S-* 

an i nd epende n t television A ~ 

ducer, won the rights after 41) ; 

frenzied month-tong auction » 

foe estate of Gone With ) 

Wind author Margaret Mitchell j of ^ 

Robert Halmi, chairman of 
said CBS will pay an undisriosei:,^^ v 
fee and abont two-thirds of thrfai&h c0, ^ r 
production costs of the?# # ^ ?v 
ministries, which have been esti-’^ “ ‘ 
mated at up to $40 million. W 
return the network would broa*WslG$ e ® 
cast the series twice. Mr. Halmr** [-?£gt 
and his partners, the Kirch Groupjf^ * 9 
of Germany and Italian TV _ ^s*; 

Mogul Silvio Berlusconi, will get#' • T ' ,jy 
foe remaining world rights, which*? 


- 0 

could include foreign broadcasts*!®® 6 ; 
and videocassette and laserdisc fnd fSl j, 


sales. 


^ 

Democrats lampoon * 
Bush with "anywhere 


but America 1 T-shirts 


j die J 


President Bush’s frequent forei^-: icrt 
travels with a T-Shirt promoting 
his “anywhere but America • g ^ J 


tour.” The n trident heads fcr 3® 


Rome Wednesday to attend a -j eg actfs. 
two-day NATO meeting, a trip : jfen 2 ar*~ 


that inspired the wording on the ' Aaici 
front of the T-Shirt: “George qnBBotjsr.'j 
Bush went to Rome and all I got ^ ;o set 
was tins lossy recession.” Otrtbe j ^ sms sr-: 
back, the T-shirt lists more than Zgienl mb'” 
30 foreign cities Bosh has ^^(hrsnx? 
travelled to in the past year or ^ ^ 
plans to visit soon. Modeled after 
shirts sold at rode concerts, foe 
cities are listed under the head- j 
Bn* “Geese Bud, ... to ^y- 


where bat America tour.” • “It's . 
high time for President Bosh/ to ^ 2ur 
phone borne,” DNC Chairman 
Ronald Brown said in a statement 
Monday. 


tallies in 
lin Cairo 


Dial ‘OO’ for the 
world, 

EC ministers say 


J (Sf - 7>= 
a of sn Gulf A 
are di 
aSuttfer to disc 
ay plans and 


BRUSSELS — Ringing Binning- 
ham from Barcelona? Liston ' 

from Liege? It doesn’t matter Cl u ‘ '^ T7 
where you call from in the Euro- *' ™‘ R,us 


msusters 


pean Community (EC), all inter- 1]L 
national calls should begin with c 

the number “ 00 ,” community 
telecommunications ministers 
have agreed. There are currently ^ g?® 68 ' 


““ • w iuviu aiv viuivuu; . 

seven international dialing pre- ^ 

Mr.Ml! 


fixes in the community. Denmark j™ Mr - Mu 
“009," Ireland "16 ” Spain “07,” ^ TOnld ( 
France ”19,’’ Britain “010,”. and J t 
the Netherlands “09” will have ro *7 Mkkfe 
switch to “ 00 ” by foe end ©f *5 week’s 
1998” at the latest if the proposal 0 
is approved. ■ : * S&f , 

Chinese official w 
fined for having ^ 

iter ■■ 


six concubines 


unsister 


Peking (R) — A Chinese pfS- jjfefc a 


— r— u ui ran 

dal, impressed by a book called Mr. Sfc 
Hong Kong Bigwigs set hansdf ^Zahfehn, 
op with six concubines who bora J/afcy, ^ 
mm seven children, the China Jws ^ 
My said Monday. Jong Jimmg, J »be n /*« 
a former building team ctuet-in 
the southern province of Guango: . 1 ^ 00^2 
dong, was detained for three 
months and fined 4,000 yuan 
($750) after he was caught official. ^ ? 

ling at the home erf caie oFJiis ;l* - ^ 


uug ol me nome ui ope ge^-, 

“wives” in July, foe official news- ^were jrTi 


paper said. Jiang told foe author- JiSL ? 1 ® 3 
ities he had been “badly affected 
by bourgeois thoughts” contained 1 , 
in the novel, widfo depicts foe 


amorous adventures of a 
Kong magnate. - ■ 


Hong ^ 


Rat cuts 
phone links 


* W* 

ex Peci 




DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) —A 
rat sneaked into 'a microwave f 550 pfe 
telecommunications centre ’ and a rr®ets fj 
hit a telephone cable, cutting off F, 

eight northern districts from the 
capital for 19 hours, a ne wspa per 
reported Monday. The rat was .’liu® rine } 
found dead on the floor ot iw^on. 
gmajpor Microwave ceutre,.-295%j ha\^ , 
kilometres north of I>halra,. l fo? > Er 5^i Al v 
Ben gali-language dafly Kbabat art*; 

said. The centre finks Dhaka vAh -.V ^ — 
tite mphtern districts of Dnffl* 
jpor, Pandiagaihi IhakmMWi-V- - 
Ntphaxnan, Rangptrr, KnngraOt 
and Gsribandha. Phone fines Were . 

down from 10 p.m. flfiQO CHrflfrlA 

Saamby to 5 pjn. (UflO £*# C**, 
Sunday affecting about 7 ,Q 00 rafr 
tiro paper said.. 

not known what earned the rtfo JJtVnv. 
death. 
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